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BIRDS OF THE STAPLETON AREA OF NEBRASKA

By MR. and MRS. EARL W. GLANDON
This paper is a report of more than 30 years of bird
study in an area comprising all of Logan County, Nebraska,
and that portion of Lincoln County lying immediately
adjacent to Logan County. Stapleton is centrally located
in this area.
Gratitude is expressed for the guidance and inspiration given us by the late Professor Myron H. Swenk in
cur earlier, intensive studies. To Mr. Glen R. Viehmeyer
and Mr. Harold Benckeser we extend our thanks for their
cooperation. Many friends and neighbors also gave material help in various ways.
Lesser Loon. Gavia imme1' elasson Bishop. A rare
migrant. There are only two records; one was shot at
Tarbox Lake seven miles northeast of Stapleton in October, 1932 and one was observed at Ambler's Lake three
and one-half miles west of Stapleton, May 7, 1944.
Eared Grebe. Colymbus nigncollis califo1'nicus (Heerman). An uncommon migrant, more often observed in
the spring.
Pied-billed Grebe. Podilymbus podiceps podiceps (Linnaeus). A very common migrant and an occasional nester.
White Pelican. Pelecanus e1'ythro1'hynchos Gmelin. A
common spring migrant. Flocks up to 500 individuals
have been observed. There are not many fall records.
[ 1]
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Great Blue Heron. Ardea herodius herodias Linnaeus.
A common summer resident and breeder. Heronries have
been located in Logan County.
American Egret. Cusmerodius albus egretta (Gmelin).
A rare summer visitor. Three were observed in July, 1939
and one in June, 1943.
Black-crowned Night Heron. Nycticarax nycticarax
hoactli (Gmelin). A common summer resident. Young are
observed to be present during the summer but no nests
have been found.
American Bittern. Botaurus Zentiginosus (Montagu).
Common in summer and nests along the South Loup river.
Whistling Swan. Cygnus columbianus (Ord). A rare
migrant. One was observed January 1, 1938 on a springfed branch of the South Loup river near Hoagland.
Common Canada Goose. Branta canadensis moffitti
Aldrich. A common spring and fall migrant.
White-fronted Goose. Anser albifrons albifr,ons (Scopoli). Probably a rare migrant in this area. There are only
two reco,rded observations.
Lesser Snow Goose. Chen hyperborea hyperborea (Pallas). Fairly common in migration.
Common Mallard. Anas pZatyrhyncJws platyrhynclws
Linnaeus. Abundant in migration and occasionally nests
here.
Common Black Duck. Anus rubripes tristis Brewster.
A rare migrant. One was shot in the fall of 1932.
American Pintail. Anus acuta tzitzihoa Vieillot. Thk;
is the most abundant duck in migration and occasionally
nests here.
Green-winged Teal. Anus carolinensis Gmelin. A common early migrant.
Blue-winged Teal. Anas discors Linnaeus. An abundant
migrant and a common breeder in Logan County.
Cinnamon Teal. Anus cyanoptera cyanoptera Vieillot.
An uncommon to rare migrant.
Gadwall. Anas streperus (Linnaeus). Abundant in spring
migration. Less common in the fall.
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Baldpate. Mareca americana (Gmelin). Abundant in
migration.
Shoveller. Spatula clypeata (Linnaeus). An abundant
migrant and breeds here commonly.
Wood Duck. Ai;)' sponsa (Linnaeus). Formerly a
rare migrant. No records have been obtained in recent
years.
Redhead. Aythya americana (Eyton). A common
spring migrant but less often observed in the fall.
Ring-necked Duck. Aythya collaris (Donovan). A
common migrant.
Canvas-back. Aythya valisineria (Wilson). Common
in spring migration but not often observed in the fall.
Lesser Scaup Duck. Aythya affinis (Eyton). Abundant
in spring migration. Common in fall migration.
Buffle-head. Glancionettaalbeola (Linnaeus). An uncommon migrant.
Ruddy Duck. O:ryura jamaicensis rubida (Wilson).
A common migrant.
American Merganser. Mergus merganser americanus
Cassin. An uncommon migrant. One seen at Ambler's Lake
during the second week of July, 1946, in eclipse plumage.
Western Turkey Vulture. Cathartesaura teter Friedmann. An uncommon and irregular summer visitor. It is
not known to nest here.
Sharp-shinned Hawk. Accipiter striatus velox (Wilson). An uncommon resident except that there are no
midsummer records and no evidence that it nests here.
Cooper's Hawk. Accipiter cooperii (Bonaparte). An
uncommon permanent resident. There are no nesting
records.
Eastern Red-tailed Hawk. Buteo jaimaicensis borealis
(Gmelin). This form is presumed to be the dominant race
here and is common in spring and fall. It appears less
commonly in winter and summer. Another form appears
in this area in winter and has been tentatively identified
as the Western Red-tailed Hawk. This identification, however, is subject to verification when a specimen can be
secured.
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Krider's Hawk. Buteo jaimaicen~is krideri Hoopes.
An uncommon to common migrant. This species appears
most often in the spring but there is one January record
from a specimen taken and sent to Prof. Swenk, and
some records are for early summer.
Broad-winged Hawk. Buteo playpterus platypterus
(Vieillot). A rare migrant.
,Swainson's Hawk. Buteo swainsoni Bonaparte. A
common .summer resident and breeder.
American Rough-legged Hawk. Buteo lagopus s.johannis (Gmelin). A common winter resident. This hawk feeds
freely on dead rabbits and may sometimes take them alive.
When rabbits are numerous the Rough-leg is more common.
Ferruginous Rough-leg. Buteo regalis (Gray). An uncommon species found at all times of the year. Possibly
breeds here but there are no positive records.
Golden Eagle. Aquila chrysaetos canadensis (Linnaeus). An uncommon to common winter visitor. Some
winters this eagle can be seen almost daily on the tableland in the southern part of Logan County and in northeast Lincoln County. During the winter of 1947-48 up to
three or four were observed frequently. There is one summer record.
Bald Eagle. H aliaeetus leucocephalus leucocephalus
(Linnaeus). An uncommon winter visitor.
Marsh Hawk. Circus cyaneus hudsonius (Linnaeus).
A common permanent resident and breeder.
Osprey. Pandion haliaetus carolinensis (Gmelin). Probablya straggler here. There is only one known observation,
May 15, 1946.
Prairie Falcon. Falco mexicanus Schlegel. Common in
winter. Less commonly observed in summer about the
canyon country in eastern Logan County, where it may
breed.
Duck Hawk. Falco peregrinus anatum Bonaparte. A
common migrant recorded for all .seasons except summertime.
Eastern Pigeon Hawk. Falco columbarius columbarius
Linnaeus. A specimen taken October 1, 1940, was identi-
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fied by Prof. Swenk as this species. This is the only identification.
Richardson's Pigeon Hawk. Falco columbarius richardsoni Ridgway. Common in all months except May, June,
and July. Specimens taken in Logan and Lincoln Counties
were identified by Prof Swenk.
Western Pigeon Hawk. Falco columbarius bendirei
Swann. A specimen taken in Lincoln county December
29, 1938 was identified by Oberholser. Another specimen
believed to be of this subspecies was lost before it
was positively identified.
Eastern Sparrow Hawk. Falco sparverius sparverius
Linnaeus. A common summer resident and breeder. Very
common in migration. This classification is based on a
specimen taken west of Stapleton.
Greater Prairie Chicken. Tympanuchus cupido pinnatus Brewster. An uncommon permanent resident and breeder in the sandhills north of Stapleton and also in the
northern part of Lincoln county.
Prairie Sharp-tailed Grouse. Pedioecetes phasianellus
jamesi Lincoln. An uncommon permanent resident and
nester in the sandhill region. Not as common as the prairie
chicken.
Hungarian Partridge. Perdix perdix perdix (Linnaeus). About 1930 several of these partridges were released in the marshes eight miles east of Stapleton and
were observed some five years later. It is believed that
they failed to adapt themselves to this climate as the last
reported observation was November 17, 1935.
Chukar Partridge. Perdix perdix subsp. This bird was
introduced into this county by the State Game Commission
about 1939 or 1940. During the next few years they nested
and reared a few young but apparently they were not
adaptable to this region as none have been reported for
about three years.
Eastern Bob-white. Colinus virginianus virginianus
(Linnaeus). An uncommon permanent resident and breeder.

6
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Ring-necked Pheasant. Pha.sianus c.olchicus torquatus
Gmelin. This species varies from common to abundant as
a permanent resident and nester.
Whooping Crane. Grus ameriCJaua (Linnaeus). A
rare migrant. There are only two records in recent years.
Little Brown Crane. Grus canadensis canadensis (Linnaeus). A rare migrant. Two Little Brown Cranes were
observed on October 25, 1935. This is the only record.
Sandhill Crane. Grus canadensis tabida (Peters). An
uncommon to common migrant. Numbers vary greatly from
year to year.
Virginia Rail. Rallus limicola limicola Vieillot. A summer resident and breeder. Because of its shy habits, this
rail is not often observed but it is probably common along
the marshes of the South Loup river.
Sora. Porzana car,olina (Linnaeus). While this species
is not often observed, it probably is an uncommon breeder
along the South Loup river.
Florida Gallinule. Gallinula chloropus cachinnans
Bangs. A rare summer resident. There is one record for
this area, May 30, 1935.
American Coot. F'ulica americana americaua Gmelin.
Abundant in migration and a common nester along the
South Loup river.
Semi palma ted Plover. CharadrilM3 hiaticula semipalmatus Bonaparte. A rare migrant. One observed May 20,
1934 and one August 12, 1945.
Killdeer. Ch'aradrius vaci/erus voci/erus Linnaeus.
A very common summer resident and breeder. An albino
Killdeer spent the summer of 1938 at a lagoon in th~
southern part of Logan county. It seemed to have no mate.
Black-bellied Plover. Squatarola squataro/.a (Linnacus). An uncommon but regular spring and fall migrant,
usually appearing in small numbers, two or three traveling
together. On May 18, 1942, nine Black-bellied Plovers
flushed from a pond in a field, uttering their characteristic cries.
Wilson's Snipe. Oapella gallinago delioata (Ord). Generally a common migrant. Some years this species is un-
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common. A few winter at warm springs along the South
Loup river.
Long-billed Curlew. Numenius americanus americanus
Bechstein. An uncommon but regular migrant. Formerly
known to nest here. While no nests have been found in
recent years, the antics of an occasional pair during the
nesting season leads to the conclusion that nesting does
still occur in this area.
Upland Plover. Bartramia longicauda (Bechstein). Uncommon in spring migration. Some individuals have been
observed during the nesting season, indicating that nesting
may occur occasionally.
Spotted Sandpiper. Actitis' macularia (Linnaeus).
Common in migration. May nest here as a few individuals
are observed throughout the summer.
Solitary Sandpiper. Tr-inga solitar-ia subsp. ,An uncommon migrant. While our location is possibly more
favorable for the Eastern Solitary Sandpiper, there is
no actual evidence as to the sUbspecies.
Western Willet. Catoptrophorus semipalmatus inor-natus (Brewster). An uncommon but regular migrant.
Greater Yellow-legs. TotanuB melanoleucus (Gmelin).
An uncommon migrant.
Lesser Yellow-legs. Totanus flavipes (Gmelin). Common in migration at lagoons and along the South Loup
river.
Pectoral Sandpiper. Erolia melanotos (Vieillot). A
rare to uncommon migrant.
Baird's Sandpiper. Er-olia bair-dii (Coues). Abundant
in migration. One of the earliest of the sandpipers to arrive in the spring.
Least Sandpiper. -Er-olia minutilla (Vieillot). A common migrant.
Red-backed Sandpiper. Er-olia alpina pa.cific (Coues).
A rare migrant. One identified May 23, 1939.
Long-billed Dowitcher. Lirnnodromus griseus scolopaceUB (Say). Common in migration.
Stilt Sandpiper. Micr-opalama himantopus (Bonaparte). Uncommon and irregular in migration.
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Semipalmated Sandpiper. Erenetes pusillus (Linnaeus). A common to abundant migrant.
Buff-breasted Sandpiper. Tryngites subruficollis (Vieillot). A rare migrant. One identified May 22, 1939.
Marbled Godwit. Limosa fedoa (Linnaeus). Rare in
migration. There are only a few records for this area.
Hudsonian Godwit. Limosa haemastica (Linnaeus).
A rare migrant. One was observed with of flock of 20
Marbled Godwits on May 1, 1935.
Sanderling. Crocethi·a alba (Pallas). A rare migrant.
Recorded for May 24, 1939; May 11 and July 26, 1941.
Avocet. Recurvirostra americana Gmelin. An uncommon but regular migrant".
Wilson's Phalarope. Steganopus tricolor Vieillot. Common in migration.
Northern Phalarope. Lobipes lobatus (Linnaeus).
An uncommon and irregular migrant.
Ring-billed Gull. Larus delawarensis Ord. An uncommon migrant.
Franklin's Gull. Larus pipixcan Wagler. Common to
very common in migration. On October 2, 1947, Franklin's Gulls were seen in all directions all flying northeast
during an entire 12 mile drive.
Forster's Tern. Sterna forsteri Nuttall. An uncommon
summer visitor. There are no nesting records.
Interior Least Tern. Sterna albifrons athalassos (Lesson). A rare migrant. One observed May 27, 1935 and
one Augu.st 10, 1936.
Black Tern. Chlidonias nigra surinamensis (Gmelin).
A common migrant and summer visitor but there are no
nesting records.
Rock Dove. Columb'a livia livia Gmelin. An uncommon
permanent resident. A few colonies have been found in
this area.
Western Mourning Dove. Z enaidura macroura marginella (Woodhouse). Abundant summer resident and breeder. Occasionally a few of these doves remain all winter.
Yellow-billed Cuckoo. Coccyzus' americanus americanus
(Linnaeus). A common summer resident and breeder.

BIRDS OF THE STAPLETON AREA

.9

Black-billed Cuckoo. Coccyzus erythropthalmus (Wilson). An uncommon summer resident. This species probably occasionally nests here but there are no nesting records.
Barn Owl. Tyto alba pratincola (Bonaparte). An uncommon permanent resident and breeder. All nests reported in this area were found in holes in banks.
Nebraska Screech Owl. Otis asio swenki Oberholser.
Common permanent resident and breeder. All specimens
taken in this region proved to be of this form.
Arctic Horned Owl. Bubo virginianus wapacuthu
(Gmelin). A rare winter visitor. Identification was made by
Prof. Myron H. Swenk using a mounted specimen which
had been shot in eastern Logan county.
Montana Horned Owl. Bubo virginianus occidentalis
Stone. Common permanent resident and breeder. Identification made from specimens taken.
Northwestern Horned Owl. Bubo virginianus lagophonus (Oberholser). A rare winter visitor. Identification
made using a specimen caught in a muskrat trap in January, 1947.
Snowy Owl. Nyctea scandiaca (Linnaeus). An uncommon winter visitor.
Western Burrowing Owl. Speotyto cunicularia hypugaea (Bonaparte). A common summer resident. Colonies
nesting in abandoned prairie dog burrows are common and
single pairs occupy abandoned badger holes. There is no
record of wintering birds.
Long-eared Owl. Asio otus wilsonianus (Lesson). An
uncommon resident. This species is a breeder in this area
and is found in all months of the year.
Short-eared Owl. Asio flammeus flammeus (Pontoppidan). An uncommon winter visitor.
Saw-whet Owl. Ae,Qolius a.cadicus aoadicus (Gmelin). A
rare winter visitor. There are two records for this area.
One was reported in the fall of 1937 and one observed in
Stapleton December 30, 1937.
Nuttall's Poor-will. Phalaenoptilus nuttallii nuttallii
(Audubon). A rare summer visitor. One was observed
May 6, 1935.
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Sennett's Nighthawk. Chordeiles minor sennetti Coues.
Common in spring and fall. Less common in summer. Since
no specimens have been taken, it is not known whether
Howell's Nighthawk is found here. This location would be
in the migration path of the Sennett's Nighthawk and that
is the only basis for identifying them as C. m. sennetti.
Ruby-throated Hummingbird. Archilochus colubris
(Linnaeus). Uncommon summer visitor. This species is
not observed every year.
Rufous Hummingbird. Selasphorus rufus (Gmelin).
A rare summer visitor. One was observed July 26 to 29,
1936.
Eastern Belted Kingfisher. Megaceryle alcyon alcyon
(Linnaeus). A few are observed every summer along
the South Loup River where they probably nest but no
nests have been found. There is one record of an individual
wintering at a beaver dam in western Custer county.
Northern Flicker. Colaptes auratus luteus Bangs. A
common resident and nester in summer and uncommon
winter resident.
Red-shafted Flicker. Colaptes cafer collaris Vigors. A
common winter resident appearing occasionally in summer.
Red-headed Woodpecker. M elanerpes erythrocephalus
(Linnaeus). Common in summer and nests here.
Lewis's Woodpecker. Asyndesmv.s lewis Gray. There
are three records, one in winter, one in spring and a pair
observed in summer. In 1944 a pair apparently decided to
nest in a cavity in a dead cottonwood tree seven miles
southwest of Stapleton. In mid-July one of the pair disappeared. Its mate stayed on for a week and then it also
left.
Eastern Hairy Woodpecker. Dendrocopos villas'us villosus (Linnaeus). A common permanent resident and
breeder.
Northern Downy Woodpecker. Dendrocopos pubescens
medianus (Swainson). A common permanent resident and
breeder.
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Eastern Kingbird. Tyrannus tyrannus (Linnaeus). A
common summer resident and nester.
Arkansas Kingbird. Tyrannus verticalis Say. A common summer resident and nester. This kingbird is more
common than the preceding species.
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher. Muscivora forficata (Gmelin). A rare summer resident and breeder. There are two
records of observation and one of nesting.
Northern Crested Flycatcher. Myiarchus crinitus boreus Bangs. An uncommon summer resident. No nests have
been found but this flycatcher has been observed during
the nesting season in very favorable locations.
Eastern Phoebe. Sayar'nis' phoebe (Latham). The first
recorded observation for this species was May 14, 1939,
when a pair was found nesting. A steady increase in numbers was noted in the years following until 1946 when a
decrease seemed to set in. Nests were found regularly during these years.
Say's Phoebe. Sayornis saya saya (Bonaparte). An
uncommon summer resident and breeder. It is more common that the Eastern Phoebe.
Alder Flycatcher. Empidonax traillii traillii (Audubon). A common summer resident and nests here.
Least Flycatcher. Empidonax minimuS' (Baird and
Baird). An uncommon to rare migrant. There are not
many definite records.
Olive-sided Flycatcher. Nuttallornis borealis (Swainson). An uncommon migrant.
Northern Horned Lark. Eremophila alpestris alpestris
(Linnaeus). A specimen of Northern Horned Lark was
picked up dead in March 1948, establishing the occurrence
of this subspecies in Logan County. Several field observations of this form were also made about the same time
that the dead bird was found.
Hoyt's Horned Lark. Eremophila alpestris hoyti (Bishop) . An uncommon and irregular winter visitor, apparently
coming south when the northern winters are severe.
Saskatchewan Horned Lark. Eremophila alpestris
fnthym1:a (Oberholser). A permanent resident and nests
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here. This lark is more abundant in the summer than in
the winter. Apparently the nesting larks move southward
in the winter and birds from farther north spend the
winter here.
Tree Swallow. Jridoprocne bicolor (Vieillot). An uncommon spring migrant. All recorded observations are
for April, May and June.
Bank Swallow. Riparia riparia riparia (Linnaeus).
A common summer resident and nests in suitable locations.
Rough-winged Swallow. Stelgidopteryx ruficollis serripennis (Audubon). A summer visitor but there are no
nesting records.
Barn Swallow. Hirundo rustica erythrogaster Boddaert
A very common summer resident and breeder.
Northern Cliff Swallow. Petrochelidon pyrrhonota albifrons (Rafinesque). A very common migrant but there
are no nesting records for this area. All recorded observations are for May and June.
Purple Martin. Progne subis subis (Linnaeus). A rare
spring visitor.
Western Blue Jay. Cyanocitta cristata cyanotephra
Sutton. A very common summer resident and breeder.
Occasionally one remains in this area all winter.
American Magpie. Pica pica hudsonia (Sabine). A
common permanent resident and nests here.
Eastern Crow. Corvus brachyrhynchos brachyrhynchos Brehm. Common to abundant permanent resident and
breeder. Uncommon in severe winters. It is believed that
the nesting birds may move south for the winter and northern crows take their place.
Pinyon Jay. Gymnorhinus cyanocephalus' Weid. An
irregular winter visitor.
Long-tailed Chickadee. Parus atrioopillus septentrionalis Harris. A common permanent resident and nests in
locations suited to its nesting habit.
White-breasted Nuthatch. Sitta carolinensis (subsp.).
An irregular winter visitor.
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Red-breasted Nuthatch. Sitta canadensis Linnaeus.
An irregular winter visitor. Most of the records are of fall
observations.
Brown Creeper. Certhia familiaris americana Bonaparte. An uncommon but regular winter visitor.
Western House Wren. Troglodytes aedon parkmanii
Audubon. This wren is common some years as a summer
resident and breeder and quite uncommon other years.
Eastern Winter Wren. Troglodytes troglodytes hiemalis Viellot. A rare winter visitor. One record, October
22, 1934.
Carolina Wren. Thryothorus ludovicianus ludovicianus
(Latham). A rare migrant. One was observed April 22,
1945 and one July 22, 1947.
Prairie Marsh Wren. Telmatodytes' palustris iliacus
Ridgway. Observed irregularly in late spring and summer
along the South Loup river marshes.
Common Rock Wren. Salpinctes obsoletus obsoletus
(Say). An uncommon migrant. More comrr.on in the canyon country in eastern Logan and western Custer Counties.
Western Mockingbird. Mimus polyglottos leucopterus
(Vigors). An uncommon summer resident and breeder.
One remained in Stapleton over the winter of 1946-1947.
Catbird. DumetelZa carolinensis (Linnaeus). While it
is presumed that the catbird nests over the entire state
of Nebraska, there are no nesting records for this area.
This species is common in migration but is not observed
during the summer.
Brown Thrasher. Toxostoma rufum rufum (Linnaeus).
A very COII).mon summer resident and breeds here.
Sage Thrasher. Oreoscoptes montanus (Townsend). A
rare visitor. Two observed April 17, 1935 during a duststorm.
Eastern Robin. Turdus migratorius migratorius Linaeus. An abundant summer resident and nester. A few
robins have been observed to remain over winter, some of
which may be Western Robins.
Wood Thrush. Hylocichla mustelina (Gmelin). An uncommon spring visitor.
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Hermit Thrush. Hylocichla guttata subsp. An uncommon and irregular migrant. Generally observed in the
spring.
Olive-backed Thrush. Hylocichla ustulata swainsoni
(Tschudi). A common to abundant migrant. All specimens
taken were identified as this species. H. u.almae may
occur here but there is no record.
Gray,cheeked Thrush. Hylocichla minima minima
(Baird). A common migrant but less so than the preceding
species.
Willow Thrush. Hylocichla fuscescens salicicola Ridgway. An uncommon migrant. Less common in the fall
than in the spring.
Eastern Bluebird. Sialia sialis sialis (Linnaeus). A
common migrant and occasionally nests here.
Mountain Bluebird. Sialia currucoides (Bechstein).
A common winter visitor.
Townsend's Solitaire. Myadestes townsendi (Audubon). An uncommon winter visitor.
Eastern Golden-crowned Kinglet. Regulus satrapa
satrapa Lichtenstein. An uncommon migrant, more often
Been in the fall.
Eastern Ruby-crowned Kinglet. Regulus calendula
calendula (Linnaeus). Uncommon to common migrant.
American Pipit. Anthus spinoletta rubescens (Tunstall). Common to abundant migrant. During hunting
season before freezing weather these pipits are abundant
on the wet meadows of the South Loup river.
Bohemian Waxwing. Bombycilla garrulus paUidiceps
Reichenow. A rare visitor. One was observed May 25, 1939.
Cedar Waxwing. Bombycilla cedrorum Vieillot. A
common spring and fall migrant and an occasional winter
visitor.
Northern Shrike. Lanius excubitor borealis Vieillot. An
uncommon migrant. Identified by Prof. Swenk using specimens taken in this area.
Northwestern Shrike. Lanius excubitor invictis Grinnell. This is probably the form that appears here commonly
in the winter but proof is lacking.
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White-rumped Shrike. Lanius ludovicianus excubitoTides Swainson. A common summer resident and breeder.
Starling. Sturnus vulgaris vulgaris Linnaeus. Now a
common permanent resident and breeder. The Starling
first appeared in this area in the fall of 1937.
Bell's Vireo. ViTeo bellii bellii Audubon. A common
summer resident and nester along the South Loup river.
Blue-headed Vireo. Vireo solitaTius solitarius (Wilson).
A rare migrant. One identified April 22, 1937.
Red-eyed Vireo. ViTeo olivaceus (Linnaeus). A fairly
common summer resident and breeder.
Warbling Vireo. -Vireo gilvus subsp. A common summer
resident and nester. More common than the preceding
species. There is no evidence as to whether the form here
is the Eastern or the Western Warbling Vireo. Possibly
both forms appear here.
Black and White Warbler. Mniotilta varia (Linnaeus).
A common migrant.
Tennessee Warbler. Vermivora peregrina (Wilson).
A very common .spring migrant. Less numerous in the fall.
Orange-crowned Warbler. Vermivora celeta celeta
(Say). A common migrant. Sometimes very numerous.
Nashville Warbler. Vermivora ntficapilla rufioapilla
(Wilson). A common migrant but less numerous than the
Orange-crowned Warbler.
Northern Parula Warbler. Parula americana pusilla
(Wilson). A rare migrant. Two individuals observed June
2, 1935.
Eastern Yellow Warbler. Dendroica petechia aes"tiva
(GmeIin). A common summer resident and nester.
Alaska Yellow Warbler. Dendroica petechia rubiginosa
(Pallas). A rare migrant. There is one sight record, May
2, 1934.
Magnolia Warbler. Dendroica magnolia (Wilson). An
uncommon migrant, more often observed in the spring.
Black-throated Blue Warbler. Dendroica caerulescens
caerulescens (Gmelin). An uncommon fall migrant. There
are no spring records.

16

NEBRASKA BIRD REVIEW

Myrtle Warbler. Dendroiea eoronaw (Linnaeus).
Abundant in migration some years, less numerous in some
years.
Audubon's Warbler. Dendroiea auduboni auduboni
(Townsend). A common migrant.
Black-throated Green Warbler. Dendroiea virens virens (Gmelin). A rare migrant. One observed October 17,
1937.
Blackburnian Warbler. Dendroiea fusea (Muller). A
rare migrant. There are two records for this area: May 23,
1935 and May 20, 1940.
Chestnut-sided Warbler. Dendroiea pensylvaniea (Linnaeus). A rare migrant. One was identified June 4, 1935.
Black-poll Warbler. Dendroiea striata (Forster). Common in migration. More numerous in spring than fall.
Western Palm Warbler. Dendroiea palma rum palmarum (Gmelin). A rare migrant. One observed May 12, 1935.
Oven-bird. Seiurus auroeapillus auroeapillus (Linnaeus). A common migrant. Its appearance in the summer
has been recorded a few times but no nests have been
found. All spring arrival dates are between May 10 and 15.
Grinnell's Water-thrush. Seiurus noveboroeensis notabilis Ridgway. An uncommon migrant.
Louisiana Water-thrush. Seiurus motaeilla (Vieillot).
A rare migrant. One was identified in the spring of 1933.
Mourning Warbler. Oporornis philadelphia (Wilson).
A rare migrant. There are two records, one on May 15,
1937 and one on September 3, 1937.
Macgillivray's Warbler. Oporornis tolmiei (Townsend). A rare migrant. One identified May 9, 1934.
Northern Yellow-throat. Geothlypis triehas broehidaetyla (Swainson). A common summer resident and breeder.
The subspecies classification is based on location. (Checklist of Nebraska Birds by Haecker, Moser and Swenk,
page 32).
Long-tailed Chat. [eteria virens aurieollis (Lichtenstein). A common summer resident and nests along the
South Loup river.
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Northern Pileolated Warbler. Wilsonia pusilla pileolata (Pallas). Common in migration. The subspecific classification has not been verified. This area is near the dividing
line between W. p. pile.olata and W. p. pusilla.
American Redstart. Setophaga ruticilla (Linnaeus).
Common in migration. The Redstart is presumed to nest
throughout Nebraska but no nests have been found and the
species is not present during summer until late in August.
English Sparrow. Passer domesticus domesticus (Linnaeus). An abundant permanent resident and breeder.
Bobolink. Dolichonyx oryzivorus (Linnaeus). An abundant summer resident and nester in low meadows along the
South Loup river.
Eastern Meadowlark. Sturnella magna magrva (Linnaeus). Common in summer and nests in low meadows
along the South Loup river.
Western Meadowlark. Sturnella, neglecta Audubon. An
abundant summer resident and breeder. A few of these
larks remain all winter.
Yellow-headed Blackbird. Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus (Bonaparte). A common migrant and nests in favorable marshes along the South Loup river.
Redwing. Agelaius phoeniceus subsp. An abundant
summer resident and breeder in suitable locations and
common in winter about feed lots. The subspecific classification of the Redwing has not been determined for this area.
Orchard Oriole. Icterus spurius (Linnaeus). A common
summer resident and nests here.
Baltimore Oriole. Icterus galbula (Linnaeus) . A
common summer resident and breeder.
Bullock's Oriole. Icterus bullockii bullockii (Swainson). An uncommon visitor in the spring.
Rusty Blackbird. Euphagus carolinus (Muller). An
uncommon migrant. Recorded observations are all for fall
and winter.
Brewer's Blackbird. Euphagus cyanocephalus (Wagler). Common in migration but no nesting records have
been obtained.
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Bronzed Grackle. Quiscalus versicolor Vieillot. A common summer resident and nests here.
Cowbird. Molothrus ater subsp. Cowbirds have been
observed here throughout the spring, summer and fall
months and their eggs have been found. They are not
numerous at any time and they are not observed for a
month or more at a time, during the seasons mentioned.
Western Tanager. Piranga ludoviciana (Wilson). A
rare migrant. One was seen May 13, 1941 and one May
27, 1945.
Scarlet Tanager. Pirangc[ olivacea (Gmelin). A rarE
migrant. There are two records for this area; May 20, 1940
and May 5, 1942.
Eastern Cardinal. Richmondena cardinalis cardinalis
(Linnaeus). An uncommon permanent resident. Formerly
this species was considered very rare in this area. It has
increased in numbers in recent years and has become a
permanent resident along the South Loup river where
there is timber. It is believed to nest in these wooded areas.
Rose-breasted Grosbeak. Pheucticus ludovicianus (Linnaeus). A rare visitor. There are only a few records. A
pair appeared here July 2, 1936 accompanied by its young.
It seems probable that this pair nested in this locality.
Rocky Mountain Grosbeak. Pheucticus melanocephalus
melanocephalus Oberholser. A common summer resident
and breeder.
Western Blue Grosbeak. Guiraca caerulea inter/usa
Dwight and Griscom. A common summer resident and
breeder.
Indigo Bunting. Passerina cyanea (Linnaeus). A rare
visitor. There are two records ; July 17, 1938 and N ovember, 1943.
Lazuli Bunting. Passerina. amoena (Say). A spring
and fall migrant. There is no evidence that it breeds here.
Dickcissel. Spiza americana (Gmelin). A common
summer resident and breeder. This species is one of the
latest spring arrivals, sometimes appearing as late as
June 15.
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Eastern Evening Grosbeak. H esperiphona vespertina
vesperUna (Cooper). A rare winter visitor. There are
only a few recorded observations.
Cassin's Purple Finch. Carpodacus cassinii Baird. An
uncommon migrant. Fall records predominate.
Rocky Mountain Pine Grosbeak. Pinicola enucleator
montana Ridgway. An uncommon migrant.
Common Redpoll. Acanthis flammea flammea (Linnaeus). An uncommon and irregular winter visitor.
Northern Pine Siskin. Spinus pinus pinus (Wilson).
A common winter resident.
Goldfinch. Spinus tristis subsp. It has not been determined whether the Goldfinch of this area is the Eastern
or Pale form. Common to abundant permanent residents.
Breeding in this area is probable but no nests have been
found.
Red Crossbill. Lox'la curvirostra minor (Brehm). A
rare migrant. One was observed October 15, 1931.
Red-eyed Towhee. Pipilo erythrophthalmus erythrophthalmus (Linnaeus). Rare in migration. There are two
records for Logan county; May 6, 1937 and May 4, 1947.
Arctic Towhee. Pipilo maculrdus arcticus (Swainson).
A common migrant.
Lark Bunting. Calamospiza melanocorys Stejneger. A
common summer resident and breeder.
Western Savannah Sparrow. Passe'Fculus sandwich ensis anthinus Bonaparte. A common migrant. All specimens
taken were of this subspecies.
Western Grasshopper Sparrow. Ammodramus savannarum perpallidus (Coues). A common summer resident.
All records are for May, June, July and August. No nests
have been found.
Baird's Sparrow. Ammodramus bairdii (Audubon).
A rare migrant. A specimen was taken in northern Lincoln
County August 17, 1936 and sent to Prof. Myron H. Swenk
for identification.
Leconte's Sparrow. Passerherbulus caudacutus (Latham). One identified May 8, 1946. Status of this species
undetermined.
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Western HenslDw's SparrDw. Passerherbulus henslowii
henslowii (AudubDn). One identified May 4, 1947. Status
Df this species undetermined.
Western Vesper SparrDw. Pooecetes gramineus confinis Baird. A very CDmmDn migrant. There are no. recDrded DbservatiDns Df this sparrDW in June, July and August,
therefDre it is presumed that it is nDt a breeding bird in
this IDcality. While the Eastern fDrm may Dccur here, all
specimens taken have been Df the Western fDrm.
Western Lark SparrDw. Chondestes grammacus strigatus SwainsDn. CDmmDn summer resident and breeder.
White-winged Junco.. Junco aikeni Ridgway. An unCDmmDn winter visitDr. A few Df this species have been
banded here.
Slate-cDIDred Junco.. Junco hyemalis hyemalis (Linnaeus). A CDmmDn winter resident.
MDntana Junco.. Junco oreganus m01danus Ridgway.
A CDmmDn winter resident. PrDbably the mDst CDmmDn
Junco. in this area.
Pink-sided Junco.. Junco oreganus mearusi Ridgway.
An unCDmmDn winter visitDr.
Western Tree SparrDw. Spizella arborea ochracea
Brewster. An abundant winter resident.
Western Chipping SparrDw. Spizella passerina arizonae
CDues. CDmmDn in migratiDn. SeldDm seen in summer.
PrDbably nDt a breeder here.
Clay-cDIDred SparrDw. Spizella pallida (SwainsDn).
An abundant migrant.
Western Field SparrDw. Spizella pusilla arenacea ChadbDurne. CDmmDn in migratiDn. The presence Df the Field
SparrDw in this area thrDughDut the summer leads to. the
cDnclusiDn that it nests here.
Harris's SparrDw. Zonotrichia querula (Nuttall). A
CDmmDn migrant.
White-crDwned SparrDw. Zonotrichia leucophrys leucophrys (Forster). A CDmmDn migrant.
Gambel's SparrDw. Zonotrichia leucopht'ys gambelii
(Nuttall). CDmmDn in migratiDn. MDre numerDUS that the
White-crDwn.
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White-throated Sparrow. Zonotrichiaalbicollis (Gmelin). An uncommon and irregular migrant.
Lincoln's Sparrow. Melospiza lincolnii lincolnii Audubon. A common migrant.
Swamp Sparrow. M elospiza georgiana (Latham). A
common .summer resident and breeder along the South
Loup river.
Dakota Song Sparrow. Melospiza rnelodia juddi Bi:hoJ)
A common migrant. Some wintering individuals seem ce
be of this subspecies.
Mountain Song Sparrow. Melospiza rnelodia rnontana
Henshaw. Not all wintering song sparrows are M. rn. juddi.
It is believed that some of the wintering birds are M. J".
rnontana, since they are known to winter in western N ebraska.
Lapland Longspur. Calcarius lapponicus lapponicus
(Linnaeus). An abundant winter resident, varying in
numbers depending upon the severity of northern winters.
Alaska Longspur. Calcarius lapponicus alascensis Ridgway. A specimen sent to Prof. Swenk in October 1936
was identified as being this form. Since it is difficult to
differentiate between C. I. lapponicus and C. l. alascensis
in the field, the prevalence of the Alaska Longspur has not
been determined.
Chestnut-collared Longspur. Calcar-ius ornatus (Townsend). A common spring and fall migrant. There are no
recorded winter observations for this locality.
Eastern Snow Bunting. Plectrophenax nivalis nivalis
(Linnaeus). An uncommon and irregular winter visitor.
-Stapleton, Nebraska

NESTING OF THE DOUBLE-CRESTED CORMORANT
IN NEBRASKA

By MRS. CARL N. COLLISTER
Until comparatively recent times, the Northern Doublecrested Cormorant Phalacr,ocorax auritus auritus Lesson,
bas been known as an uncommon but regular migrant
across Nebraska. In his unfinished work on The Birds of
Nebraska, the late Myron Swenk lists distributional records from 18 counties: Gage, Jefferson, Lancaster, Otoe,
Douglas, Washington, Antelope, Madison, Cuming, York,
Clay, Buffalo, Hall, Brown, Cherry, Grant, Lincoln, and
Frontier. He states that "the species is noted as individuals
or pairs, but sometimes in small flocks, frequenting the
larger ponds, lagoons and smaller streams as well as the
Missouri and Platte Rivers."
The first record of the cormorant in Nebraska is
that of Thomas Say, whose observation was made in
Washington County on April 20, 1820. The first specimen
was collected at York, York County, April 22, 1899, and
sent to the University. Subsequently, the species was regularly reported during spring and fall migrations, but not
until 1930 was there any nesting record for the state.
In that year, Harrison F. Lewis reported observations
made by F. M. Uhler of the old Biological Survey. On July
30, 1930, Mr. Uhler found a mixed colony of Black-crowned
Night Herons, Great Blue Herons and Double-crested Cormorants at Thorp Lak€, several miles northeast of Hyannis,
Grant County. The cormorant nesting colony consisted of
at least twenty to thirty nests, situated in low willows
within twenty feet of the ground.
Fifteen years later a second nesting colony was recorded by Wilson Tout, of North Platte, Lincoln County.
In the Nebraska Bird Review (Vol. IV, No.1), Mr. Tout
[22 ]

NESTING OF THE DOUBLE-CRESTED CORMORANT

23

repQrted: "During the 1945 seaSQn a small nesting cQIQ.ny
of the DQuble-crested CQrmQrant was fQund abQut three
miles east Qf NQrth Platte. An area had been flQQded by
a diversiQn dam which cQntained a grQve Qf CQttQnwQDds
that had been killed by the water. In these dead trees
i welve to. fifteen nests Qf this species were fQund which
were Qccupied that seasDn."
River develDpment and the building Qf huge reservQirs
have had their effect Dn bird PQPulatiDns, bDth migrant
and resident. WaterfQwl especially have been drawn from
the IQng-established flyways by the presence Qf sizeable
bDdies Qf water, and .sQme, like the cDrmDrants, finding
this transfQrmed regiQn suitable fQr nesting, have established breeding cQIQnies Qn man-made lakes.
In this cQnnectiQn, the experience Df LQrQn Bunney,
CQnservatiDn Officer with the Nebraska Game, ForestatiQn and Parks CDmmissiQn, is Df interest. As will be
nQted, Mr. Bunney fQund a small nesting cQIQny Df CQrmDrants in 1935, but no. nDtes Dn the DbservatiQn were
published. He says: "My first cQntact with the cDrmD.rant
came in 1922, abDut OctQber, Dn the Platte River at OvertQn, Nebraska, during gQQse-hunting seaSQn. I .shDt this
bird while hunting, a IQne specimen, and had no. idea as
to. what I had. I wrQte the Fish and Game Department and
gave a descriptiQn, and they called it a CDrmQrant. The
next sight recQrd fQr me came in western Cherry CQunty,
on King's ranch, in 1935, a cQIQny Df six nests tQgether
'with Qne 0.1' two. Great Blue HerQn nests, in a dead tree
abQut 200 yards Qffshore in a sandhill lake.
"I was transferred to. Ogallala, Keith CQunty, in 1943,
and nQted cQrmQrants all summer but had no. knQwledge Qf
their nesting. In 1944, at least fifty were seen Qn Ogallala
Lake and McCQnaughy Lake. They were there all summer.
In 1945 I discQvered their nesting grQunds which were
IQcated abDut nine miles west Qf the dam in dead CQttDnWQQd trees. AbQut fQrty nests were Dbserved apprQximately
Dne-quarter mile QffshQre.
"In 1946 they Qccupied the same IQcatiQn, with prQbably sixty nests. The water rQse, and in 1947 the birds
mQved to. two. grDves, Qne just east of the mQuth Df Sand

Fig. 1. Portion of a nesting colony of Double-Crested Cormorants at Lake McConaughy, Keith County, Nebraska. Photographed from an adjoining tree at about 15 feet above water line.
Over 100 nests were in this colony. Photograph by Conservation
Officer Loron Bunney, Nebraska Game, Forestation and Parks
Commission, Ogallala, Nebraska, in June, 1947.

Creek, in which some forty nests were built, and also to
a larger grove one mile west of the mouth of Otter Creek,
a quarter-mile offshore. This grove contained over 100
nests" (Fig. 1).
That nesting conditions at Lake McConaughy were
satisfactory is evidenced by the return of the cormorants.
in 1948, when three colonies were found at the lake.
Two of these colonies were visited on June 14 by Harold
Benckeser and Clarence Huntley, Brule, and the following information is taken from the excellent report of their
visit written by Mr. Benckeser.
Th8 colonies were located in two groves of trees approximately 300 yards apart, fifteen miles due west of
Kingsley Dam, and at the mouth of Eagle Canyon. These
two groves were about one-quarter mile from the shoTe,
along the south approach of the Belmar bridge, which was
removed after construction of the dam. The lake was about
six feet deep at the base of the trees.
The west grove contained 40 cormorant nests and
the east grove 99, making a total of 139 nests. They were
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built from 15 to 35 feet above the water, and were constructed mainly of small branches, with a few yveeds and
cottonwood twigs lining the inner nest where the eggs
were laid.
In the west grove five nests were examined, and each
contained three greenish-white eggs which were larger
than hen eggs. Of the 99 nests in the east grove, only five
had young birds in them, and were as follows: Two nests,
two young each; two nests, three young each; and one nest,
three young and one egg. Mr. Benckeser estimated the
young birds to be from two weeks old to one-third grown
(Fig. 2). In the older, the throat patch was yellow in color.
During the summer of 1948, a third colony was found
by Mr. Bunney, this one located at the mouth of Sand
Creek, two and one-quarter miles east of the original town
of Belmar. Mr. Benckeser also visited this colony, and
reported that the cormorants had built their nests in four
trees, three of which were at the mouth of Sand Creek, and
Fig. 2 Nestlings of Double-crested Cormorant in a colony on
Lake McConaughy, Keith County, Nebraska. These young are about
one-third grown. Contrary to most bird books they are breathing
through the mouth. The throat patch is yellow, the rest of the bird
a grayish black. Photograph by Clarence W. Huntley of Brule, Nebraska, on June 14. 1948.
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the fourth about 700 yards east. The trees were from oneeighth to one-quarter mile from shore, and contained a
total of 89 nests.
Cormorants have recently been reported from three
additional counties. Mr. Bunney observed 19 cormorants
on Crescent Lake, Garden County, and 11 cormorants on
Beekin Lake, Arthur County, during July, 1948. On May
16, 1948, Earl W. Glandon, Stapleton, observed a Doublecrested Cormorant among the coots and ducks on Ambler's
Lake, just west of Stapleton, in Logan County. Mr. Glandon says: "This constitutes the only record we have here.
It is not likely that the cormorants would be more than a
straggler now and then since there is no large body of
water nearer than North Platte."
With the numerous records already cited from Keith
County, this makes a total of 22 Nebraska counties reporting cormorant observations, as compared with Mr.
Swenk's original list of 18 counties.
From this fund of information, we feel justified in
drawing certain conclusions. First of all, as an interesting
and significant part of Nebraska's bird life, the cormorants
are here to stay. They are deep-water birds, and apparently find abundant food in the depths of Lake McConaughy,
the Sutherland Reservoir and Lake Maloney, as well as
in the connecting canals.
Not only is the cormoTant's permanence as a summer
resident and breeder assured, but if conditions continue
favorable, rapid increase seems probable. A total of 228
nesting pairs as indicated by occupied nests, plus a conservative estimate of the number of young birds, gives a
1948 population figure for Lake McConaughy of about one
thousand cormorants. A small number, probably ten or
twelve pairs, nest near the diversion dam east of North
Platte. No other Nebraska colonies of nesting Double-crested Cormorants have been reported to date.-North Platte,
Nebrask,a.

CHRISTMAS BIRD CENSUSES

By ADRIAN C. FOX
Christmas bird censusing was originated as an ectivity for amateur ornithologists in the year 1900, through
the wisdom and foresight of Dr. Frank M. Chapman.
The first Christmas census resulted in 25 reports from
15 states and provinces. These censuses have grown from
this modest beginning until now they have been reported
from all states and many provinces. Some have come in
from Hawaii, Alaska, Porto Rico, Cuba, Japan, Mexico,
Germany, and elsewhere.
Observers from 48 states, Washington, D. C .. Baw'ljt
Japan, Mexico and several Canadian provinces participated
in the 47th Christmas Bird Count. The 3:1.4 census reports
made by 3,470 observers in December, 1946, were published
in AUDUBON FIELD NOTES, Volume I, No.2, March
1947. Seven of these printed reports came from Nebraska
and were made by 11 observers. Ten census reports by
29 Nebraskan observers appeared in the 48th Christmas
Bird census published in AUDUBON FIELD NOTES,
Volume II, No.2, March, 1948.
The national scientific value of the Christmas bird
censuses is considerable. Leonard Wing and Willard Jenks,
who tabulated and analyzed the mass of individual reports
in the first 39 Christmas censuses, have this to say: "They
constitute 6,290 of the finest monuments to the amateur
ornithologist and to the genius of their originator! Nowhere
else in the wo.rld of biological science does there exist a
body of data comparable to the Christmas censuses!"
The reports of these censuses are not, at present,
utilized by many N. O. U. members. The National Audubon Society recently stated that AUDUBON FIELD
NOTES has about 19 or 20 subscribers in Nebraska. AUDUBON FIELD NOTES is a bi-monthly magazine, devoted to the results of bird watching. CHRISTMAS BIRD
[27 ]
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COUNT, issued each March, reports on the Christmas
censuses taken the preceding December.
It is proposed that additional N. O. U. members take
part in Christmas censusing and that their reports, published in AUDUBON FIELD NOTES, be reprinted each
year in THE NEBRASKA BIRD REVIEW. This would
mean that the 156 Nebraskans now receiving the Review
would have access to this information as compared to the
19 or 20 now receiving AUDUBON FIELD NOTES.
The greatest value of the Christmas bird counts to
the individual observer, and to ornithologists in general,
l'ests in the accuracy which results from adherence to the
regulations specified by the National Audubon Society.
The requirements outlined by the Society are stringent,
and often cause hardship to conscientious observers in
northern states where below-zero temperatures and blizzards may prevail. However, if the census data coming
from an area as large as the United States and Canada are
to have scientific value they must be assembled under
standardized procedures followed by all observers.
If the census requirements are followed year after
year in censusing the same area, the resulting data will
show population trends, decreases and increases in number of species due to weather conditions, cyclic fluctuations,
or possibly man's destruction of or improvement of wildlife habitat.
The need for increasing the number of Christmas
bird census-takers in Nebraska has been reviewed with
several N. O. U. officers. It is agreed that there should be
not less than 25 permanent census areas in the state (Fig.
1). This number, if scattered throughout the state, would
be fairly representative and should provide reasonably
good information on the winter bird life in the various
types of habitat and biotic districts. Repeated censusing
of these areas over a number of years with published
reports in AUDUBON FIELD NOTES and THE NEBRASKA BIRD REVIEW would result in a mass of information of immeasurable value.
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Fig.!. Map of Nebraska showing the census areas of the 1947
Christmas Bird Count and proposed additional areas.

V)

I-

:z
::>
0

'-'
e
0::

....::E

....
....

V)

V)

CD
V)

l0::

::t:

'-'

....

~

CD

~

z:
0

V)

l-

....

:z:
e..

'-'
l0::

....e..

•

V)

UJ
0::

::>
<n

:z
UJ
'-'

....
....J

:z
0

I-

e

....e
e

UJ

V)

0

e..

0

0::

e..

0

30

NEBRASKA BIRD REVIEW

Anyone wishing to participate in the 49th Christmas
bird count may obtain copies of regulations for conducting and reporting their census by writing to the National
Audubon Society, 1000 Fifth Avenue, New York 28, N. Y.
Bird clubs are urged to make the Christmas bird count one
of the requirements on their calendar of actvities.
The following repoTts from Nebraska, many of which
were published in AUDUBON FIELD NOTES, were solicited by the author. They are published here for permannent record and future reference.
BLUE SPRINGS, NEBRASKA (Radius of 3 miles
of Blue Springs; cemeteries 20%, roadsides 10%, wooded
areas along the Big Blue River 70%) .-Dec. 26; 9 A.M.
to 5 P.M. Clear; temp. 31° to 52° ; wind less than 1 MPH.
Total miles, 13 (3 on foot, 10 in car). Red-tailed Hawk, 4;
American Rough-legged Hawk, 1; Sparrow Hawk, 3;
Horned Owl, 5; Long-eared Owl, 2; Red-bellied W oodpecker, 2; Hairy Woodpecker, 1; Downy Woodpecker, 8; American Crow, 19; Black-capped Chickadee, 33; Tufted Titmouse, 5; White-breasted Nuthatch, 1; Brown Creeper, 2;
Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 1; Starling, 2; English Sparrow,
64; Cardinal, 18; Pine Siskin, 14; American Goldfinch, 1;
Slate-colored Junco, 45; Tree Sparrow, 40; Harris's Sparrow, 18; Song Sparrow, 12; Total, 23 species; 301 individuals. (Seen in area Dec. 27: Marsh Hawk, 1; Red-breasted
.Nuthatch, 2).-MRS. F. J. PATTON.
LEWELLEN, NEBRASKA (South across upper old
bridge to a point 1 mile south of the edge of town; 3 miles
up and 10 miles down North Platte RiYer to the foot of
Eagle Canyon; cedar ridge, canyons and plateau 10,*,
open grassland 35%, wooded bottomland and open channels of the North Platte River 50%, town suburbs 5%).Jan. 3;* 7 A.M. to dusk at 5 P.M. Fair; 32° to 40° ;Wind
NW, 25-38 MPH; ground 95% bare; small snow patches
on north slopes, drifts in canyons; channels partly ice*The deadline on the 48th Christmas Bird Count was Dec. 28th.
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blocked, main ones open. Observers together. Total hours,
10 (9 on foot, 1 in car) ; total miles, 30 (5 on foot, 25 in
car). Canada Goose (spp.), 600 (est.); Mallard, 2400 (est.);
Green-winged Teal, 18 (9 male, 9 female) ; Gadwall, 4 (2
male, 2 female) ; American Merganser, 8 (4 male, 4 female) plus 200 (est.); Sharp-shinned Hawk, 2; American
Rough-legged Hawk, 2; Ferruginous Rough-leg, 1; Golden Eagle, 3; Bald Eagle, 3; Marsh Hawk, 5; Ring-necked
Pheasant, 18; Ring-billed Gull, 20; Red-shafted Flicker,
2; Horned Lark (sp). 4; American Magpie, 19; American
Crow, 6; Mountain Bluebird, 20; Townsend's Solitaire, 1;
Starling, 11; Meadowlark (sp), 12; Red-wing, 300 (est.);
Pine Siskin, 2; Junco (sp.), 9; Tree Sparrow, 41. Total, 25
Species. about 3711 individuals. (Seen in area Dec. 22:
Great Blue Heron; Jan. 7, Blue Goose and Snow Goose.
A.bout 700 Canada-type Geese are wintering here) .-JOHN
H. WAMPOLE, C. M. MEAD. PAT MEAD.
SIOUX CITY, IOWA (From South Sioux City, Nebraska to wooded bluffs southeast of Homer, following them to
Blyberg Lake; back to wooded bluff north of Homer and
then continuing on a zig-zag course through central Dakota
County, then to Emerson and on to Wakefield in Dixon
County; thence north through Allen and Martinsburg, to
Ponca State Park and return to Sioux City) .-Dec 20;
8 A.M. to 5 P.M. Fair; temp. 18° to 36°; wind NW, light
breeze increasing to 15 MPH; later decreasing to zero;
ground covered with two or four inches of hard snow;
Missouri River frozen over. Total hours, 9; total miles, 119
(1 on foot; 118 in car). Red-tailed Hawk (light phase), 4;
American Rough-legged Hawk, 1; Flicker, 6: Red-bellied
Woodpecker, 3; Hairy Woodpecker, 3; Downy Woodpecker,
2; Blue jay, 5; American Crow, 2000+; Black-capped
Chickadee, 50; White-breasted Nuthatch, 4; Brown Creeper,
2; Bluebird, 3; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 4; Northern
Shrike (seen near Ponca State Park), 1; Starling, 1,500+;
Meadowlark, 7; Cardinal, 11; Goldfinch, 15; Slatecolored
Junco, 8; Tree Sparrow, 1,000+; Lapland Longspur, 15
(est.). Total, 21 species; about 4,644 individuals.-WILLIAM YOUNGWORTH.

32

NEBRASKA BIRD REVIEW

Twenty-nine Nebraska bird observers made the following contributions to the 48th Christmas Bird Counts.
Reports of their counts, taken in ten separate areas, were
published in the AUDUBON FIELD NOTES, Volume II,
No.2, March, 1948. These reports are reprinted here
through the courtesy of the National Audubon Society.
CRETE, NEBRASKA (Along Big Blue River south
to Wilber, Doane Co.Jlege Campus, river maple floodplain
forest 90%, floodplain marsh 7%, open fields 2%, residential area 1%) .-Dec. 31; Dawn to dusk. Fair to cloudy;
wind south to southeast, 10 MPH; temp. 21 to 40 75%
of river frozen. Three observers together four and onehalf hours; two together four hours. Total hours, eight and
one-half (on foot) ; total miles 14 (on foot). Cooper's Hawk,
1; Prairie Falcon, 1; Sparrow Hawk, 1; Flicker (sp.), 8;
Red-bellied Woodpecker, 4; Hairy Woodpecker, 7; Downy
Woodpecker, 3; Blue Jay, 2; American Crow, 42; Blackcapped Chicadee, 49; White-breasted Nuthatch, 2; Brown
Thrasher, 1; Robin, 2; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 5; Starling, 80; English Sparrow, 50; Cardinal, 3; Junco (sp.),
18; Tree Sparrow, 4. Total, 19 species, 283 individuals.K. A. BROWNE, J. L. C. RAPP, W. F. RAPP, JR.
0

0

;

FREMONT, NEBRASKA (Cemetery, Wild Court
Park, Izaak Walton Park, open fields, country roads,
deciduous and conifer woods 85%, open fields 10%, roads
5%) .-Dec. 27, 8 A.M. to 3 P.M. Clear; temp. 30° to 56';
wind S, light; ground frozen at first, light patches of snow
~nd ice, melting latel'. Total hours, 8 (on foot and car) ;
total miles, 15. Marsh Hawk, 1; Bob-white, 3; Screech
Owl, 1; Flicker (sp.), 4; Red-bellied Woodpecker, 1; Hairy
Woodpecker, 1; Downy Woodpecker, 5; Blue Jay, 4; American Crow, 60; Black-capped Chickadee, 12; White-breasted
Nuthatch, 5; Brown Creeper, 1; Robin, 50; Eastern Bluebird, 3; Cedar Waxwing, 3; Starling, 20; English Sparrow,
110; Western Meadowlark, 1; Cardinal, 5; Pine Siskin, 2;
American Goldfinch, 5; Slate-colored Junco, 55; Tree
~parrow, 25; Harris's Sparrow, 1; Total, 24 species, 378
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individuals. (Birds scarce in this region.)-MRS. LILY
RUEGG BUTTON.
GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA (Center of town to
point three miles south, Platte Deutsche Sandpit, cemetery,
Wood River; deciduous area 25 %, pine and deciduous area
45%, deciduous woodlands 30%) .-Dec. 20; 9 to 12 A.M., 1
to 5 P.M. Fair; temp. 35° to 45° F., wind NW, 0-1 MPH in
A.M., 1-7 MPH in P.M.; ground spotted with snow; all
fresh water frozen. Observers together. Total hours, 7(on
foot) ; total miles, 4 (on foot). Sparrow Hawk, 1; Ring!lecked Pheasant, 2; Yellow-shafted Flicker, 4; Red-shafted Flicker, 1; Hairy Woodpecker, 1; Downy Woodpecker,
3; American Crow, 5; Black-capped Chickadee, 11; Whitebreasted Nuthatch, 2; Red-breasted Nuthatch, 1; Brown
Creeper, 3; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 8; Bohemian Waxwing, 10; Cedar Waxwing, 4; Starling, 21; English Sparrow, 50; Bronzed Grackle, 10; Cardinal, 3; American
Goldfinch, 20; Red Crossbill, 4; Slate-colored Junco, 40;
Tree Sparrow, 2. Total, 22 species; 206 individuals.ETHEL M. HOUSER, VERNEIL E. GRIFFIN.
HASTINGS, NEBRASKA (Radius of (7Yz?) miles of
po;:;t office; Crystal Lake wooded area along the Blue
River 50%, Parkview Cemetery and adjacent creek bed
30%, open fields, hedgerows and open country 20%).Dec. 27; 9 :15 A.M. to 5 P.M. Clear, temp. 40° to 55°; wind
1-3 MPH; ground frozen up to noon, snow and ice in
patches, .some open water. Ten observers in four parties.
Total miles, 59 (12 on foot, 47 in cars). Mallard, 2; Redtailed Hawk, 1; Marsh Hawk, 4; Bob-white, 18; Ringnecked Pheasant, 4; Horned Owl, 2; Belted Kingfisher, 1;
Yellow-shafted Flicker, 1; Red-shafted Flicker, 2; Hairy
Woodpecker, 10; Downy Woodpecker, 6; Horned Lark, 15;
American Crow, 10; Black-capped Chickadee, 25; Brown
Creeper, 10; Bluebird, 2; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 2;
Starling, 36; English Sparrow, 40; Meadowlark (sp.), 1;
Bronzed Grackle, 1; Cardinal, 7; Pine Siskin, 10; American
Goldfinch, 6; Slate-colored Junco, 12; Oregon Junco, 2;
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Tree Sparrow, 40; Harris's Sparrow, 10; Song Sparrow,
8. Total, 29 species, 289 individuals.-W.E.EIGSTI, MRS.
A. M. BROOKING, MRS. C. E. RUCH, MRS. E. R. MAUNDER, MISS VERA MAUNDER, WM. JAQUES, JACK
OSBORNE, DAVID EIGSTI, MARVIN RANTS, MRS.
JENNIE WOODWORTH (Brooking Bird Club).
KEARNEY, NEBRASKA (Territory northwest of
town, both sides of Platte River west of Odessa, both
sides of Platte River mst to Newark, Black's Woods, Cottonmill Lake, Kilgore Island; open farmland 40%, open
prairie 30'IC, deciduous woodland 250/<', evergreen woodland
5%) .-Dec. 26; 8 A.M. to 5 P.M. Clear; temp. 25° to 54°
to 30°; wind E, 7 MPH; ground icy in patches, melting;
ponds and lakes frozen, river open. Observers together.
Total hours, 9 (5 on foot, 4 in car) ; total miles, 65 (8 on
foot, 57 in car). Canada Goose, 150; Mallard, 196; American Rough-legged Hawk, 3; Marsh Hawk, 7; Prairie Falcon, 3; Sparrow Hawk, 5; Ring-necked Pheasant, 17; Ringbilled Gull, 150; Mourning Dove, 1; Belted Kingfisher, 1;
Yellow-shafted Flicker, 1; Red-shafted Flicker, 5; Hairy
Woodpecker, 2; Downy Woodpecker, 9; Horned Lark, 31;
American Crow, 613; Black-capped Chickadee, 19; Brown
Creeper, 3; Robin, 140; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 2; Northern Shrike, 3; Starling, 87; English Sparrow, 60; Western
Meadowlark, 3; Red-wing, 15; Cowbird, 65; Pine Siskin,
10; American Golfinch, 147; Slate-colored Junco, 29; Tree
Sparrow, 220. Total, 30 species; about 1997 individuals.JOSEPH C. HILL, WARREN E. PAINE.
LINCOLN, NEBRASKA (From junction of Highways Nos. 6 and 2, northwest of Lincoln to first country
schoolhouse; then one mile south and one-half mile east to
"nine-mile prairie"; then to oak grove north side Highway
No.2, one-half mile west of Immanuel Lutheran Cemetery
and church;· thence to mixed pine-cedar plantation on
abandoned farmstead north of highway on return to LincoIn; from there to cattail-slough grass marsh across road
west of Oak Creek Park Lake, then to Hilltop, 2 miles north
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of Highway 6 on North 14th Street, and return to starting
point; country roadsides 18%, native prairie 10%, brushy
thickets and woody ravines 30%, cattail-slough grass marsh
5%, oak woods 20%, open farmland 7%, mixed pine-cedar
planting 37~, weedy thickets 7%) .-Dec 18; 8 :20 A.M. to
5 :20 P.M. Partly cloudy at start, clearing with sun shining
from 9 :30 A.M. to dusk; wind E, 7-19 MPH; temp. 25 to
:34 F.; trace of snow thawing. Observers together. TC'tal
hours 854 (6% on foot, 10 in car) ; total miles, 37};j (6};j on
foot, 31 in car). Cooper's Hawk, 1; American Rough-legged
Hawk, 1; Marsh Hawk 9: Bob-white, 3; Ring-necked
Pheasant, 3 (1 male, 2 female) ; Horned Owl, 1; YeIIowshafted Flicker, 6; Re:1-bellied Woodpecker, 1; Horned Lark,
7; American Crow, 54; Black-capped Chickadee, 28; Northern Shrike, 1; Starling, 175; Engli8h Sparrow, 4; Brewer's
Blackbird, 1; Cardinal, 8; American Goldfinch, 1; Junep
(sp.), 10; Tree Sparrow, 60; Harris's Sparrow, 15; Song
Sparrow, 1; Lapland "Gongspur, 28. Total, 22 species, 4.tS
individuals.-EDSON FICHTER, ADRIAN C. FOX.
0

0

LINCOLN, NEBRASKA (Intersection Cotner Blvd.
and Adams Street road, east three miles to Stevens' Creek
bridg.!; north along Stevens' Creek on Kinny farm to
Rock Island railroad bridge and return to road bridge;
j hence to Copple farm south of Holdrege Street road; then
to Havelock Fairview Cemetery on Adams Street road and
adjacent field shelterbelt; then to starting point on Cr,tner
Blvd.; grassy roadsides bordered by native shrubs and
trees and farmstead windbreaks 15%, mixed deciduous
woodland (10% grazed) 73%, stream, 5%, coniferous
plantings-cemetery 2%, mixed deciduous-coniferous field
shelterbelt 5%) .--Dec. 21; 9 :30 A.M. to 5.00 P.M. Cloudy,
,·.ky clearing for an hour at noon and again in mid-afternoon; temp. 29 to 41 F.; wind SE, 7-13 MPH; ground
and traces of snow thawing; Stevens' Creek mostly frozpn.
One observer afoot until 2 :30 P.M., three together thereafter. Total hours, 70 (60 on foot, 1 in car) ; total miles,
17 (7 on foot, 10 in car). Marsh Hawk, 2; Sparrow Hawk,
1; Yellow-shafted Flicker, 5; Red-shafted Flicker, 2;
0

0

36

NEBRASKA BIRD REVIEW

Red-bellied Woodpecker, 1; Hairy Woodpecker, 4; Downy
Woodpecker, 7; Blue Jay, 2; American Crow, 9; Blackcapped Chickadee, 37; Tufted Titmouse, 6; White-breasted
Nuthatch, 2; Brown Creeper, 12; Golden-crowned Kinglet,
4; Starling, 109; English Sparrow, 60; Cardinal, 13; J unco, (sp.), 67; Tree Sparrow, 24; Harris's Sparrow, 2;
Fox Sparrow, 1. Total, 21 species; 370 individuals.-ADRIAN C. FOX, MRS. DWIGHT P. THOMAS, MRS. LOREN
MILLS (University Place Bird Club).
NEBRASKA NATIONAL FOREST, BESSEY DIVISION, (THOMAS COUNTY) NEBRASKA. (Pine woodland 70%, meadow 20%, brush 10%) .-Dec. 25; 9 :00 A.M.
to 3 :30 P.M. Cloudy; temp. 27' to 37'; wind 8-13 MPH;
2-4 inches snow on ground. Total hours, 70; total miles,
8 (on foot). American Merganser, 1; American Roughlegged Hawk, 1; Hairy Woodpecker, 1; American Magpie,
4; American Crow, 28; Black-capped Chickadee, 6; Redbreasted Nuthatch, 5; Townsend's Solitaire, 1; Goldencrowned Kinglet, 4; American Goldfinch, 24; Junco (sp.),
28; Tree Sparrow, 42. Total, 12 species; 145 individuals.
-CARL E. SMITH
OMAHA, NEBRASKA (Elmwood Park, Forest Lawn
Cemetery, Carter Lake, Irvington, Fontenelle Forest, and
suburban areas; deciduous woods 75%, coniferous tree
plantings 15%, open fields 10%) .-Dec. 21; 9 :00 A.M. to
5 :00 P.M. Cloudy in A.M., cleared by P.M.; temp. 32' to
42'; wind SE, 10-12 MPH; ground bare and dry; little
open water. Total hours, 80 (on foot and by car) ; total
miles, 25. Mallard, 2; Sparrow Hawk, 1; Horned Owl, 1;
Flicker (sp.), 5; Red-bellied Woodpecker, 2; Hairy Woodpecker, 2; Downy Woodpecker, 2; Blue Jay, 2; American
Crow, 254; Black-capped Chickadee, 28; Tufted Titmouse,
2; White-breasted Nuthatch, 4; Brown Creeper, 1; Winter
Wren, 1; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 2; Starling, 156; English
Sparrow, 178; Cardinal, 6; Pine Siskin, 2; American Goldfinch, 8; Slate-colored Junco, 41; Tree Sparrow, 32; Har-
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ris's Sparrow, 1; Song Sparrow, 7. Total, 24 species, 740
individuals.-DR. and MRS. R. A. MOSER, WILLIAM
FERGUSON.
SCOTTSBLUFF, NEBRASKA (One-half mile wide
strip from west edge of town to two miles west; Carter
Canyon Hills southwest of Gering; pasture 20%, mature deciduous woodland 30%, hills covered with grass and
evergreens 50%).-Dec 26; 8:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. Overcast; temp. 40° to 54 wind W, 8-12 MPH; north side of
hills and canyons covered with 2-4 inches of snow; water
open. Observers together. Total hours, 7 (on foot) ; total
miles, 5. Mallard, 1; Marsh Hawk, 4; Ring-necked Pheasant, 1; Killdeer, 2; Red-shafted Flicker, 1; Hairy Woodpecker, 1; American Magpie, 12; Black-capped Chickadee,
14; Northern Shrike, 2; English Sparrow, 10; Western
Meadowlark, 1; Pine Siskin, 50; American Goldfinch, 20;
Slate-colored Junco, 25; Oregon Junco (Pink-sided race),
12; Tree Sparrow, 75. Total, 16 species, 231 individuaLs.MARY ANN WAKE, MRS. CARL FRANZEN, MRS. ROY
J. WITSCHY.
0

;

OBSERVATIONS ON SOME EASTERN MONTANA
BIRDS

By WM. YOUNGWORTH
This paper presents only a cursory survey of bird
life of eastern Montana. An attempt is made to bring up
to date the present status of some species of birds in this
area and to compare conditions with those found by Aretas
A. Saunders and E. S. Camero.n, who were apparently the
last serious ornithologists to work in that region. Their
work was carried on approximately 30 to 40 years ago and
vast changes have taken place since that time. More and
more land has been cleared, highways built, irrigation projects completed, and numerous other human activities-all
of which tend to drive many species of birds to less
favorable areas. It is hoped that subsequent trips can be
made to this region to determine what bird life still remains and to make further efforts to learn what eastern
birds drift up into Montana during the breeding season.
The information presented here was gathered while on
a trip made during early June, 1947. Taking a route
through northern South Dakota, entrance was made into
Montana in the southeast corner. The trail thence followed
through Carter, Fallon, Wilbaux, Richland, Roosevelt, and
Sheridan counties to near the Canadian border, thence west
and south through Daniel, Valley, McCone, Garfield, Rosebud, and Custer counties and to Miles City, from whence
a side trip was made west to Billings and the Lake Basin,
into the Musselshell River valley, and finally back to Miles
City. A second foray was made up the eastern edge of the
state to Medicine Lake and then back to the town of Ekalaka
in the southeast corner and out of the state at the same
place we had entered, namely Camp Crook. The trip was
made by automobile and over 2000 miles was covered in
[ 38 ]
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the state. Countless stops were made, allowing many short
excursions on foot. Nearly an entire day was spent in
exploring around Big Lake near Billings.
It is impossible to get a collecting permit in Montana.
Many of the subspecies could not be determined by sight
records, or even by range where there is as much overlapping as in eastern Montana. It was necessary, therefore,
to use binominals in most cases; in a few I have use trinominals becouse of precedence of established records.
Horned Grebe. Colyrnbus auritus Linnaeus. Regular
breeder on Medicine Lake Refuge.
Eared Grebe. Colyrnbus nigricollis californicus (Heermann). Regular summer resident on Medicine Lake Refuge.
Western Grebe. Aechrnophorus occidentalis (Lawrenee). Breeds in some numbers on the Medicine Lake
Refuge, where during June, 1947, over 100 nests were found
by the refuge manager. Not seen anywhere else.
White Pelican. Pelecanus erythrorhynchos Gmelin. A
large colony is found at Medicine Lake Refuge, where they
nest on the islands. Not seen elsewhere.
Double-crested Cormorant. Phalacrocorax auritus auriius (Lesson). Nests commonly on Medicine Lake Refuge;
the only place I found it.
Great Blue Heron. Ardea herodias herodias Linnaeus.
I counted nearly 100 around Big Lake, Stillwater County.
Common Mallard. Anas platyrhynchos platyrhynchos
Linnaeus. Still breeds in suitable areas.
American Pintail. .4nas acuta tzitzihoa Vieillot. Noticed
several times around small pasture reservoirs and also in
some numbers in lake basin area, Stillwater County.
Blue-winged Teal. Anas discOTS Linnaeus. Small numbers were seen in favorable spots in northeast corner of
st2te; also at Big Lake, Stillwater County.
Baldpate. M areca arnericana (Gmelin). A few seen in
Sheridan County.
Soveller. Spatula clypeata (Linnaeus). Seen in small
numbers in northeast portion of state.
.
Ring-necked Duck. Aythya collaris (Donovan). I saw
at least three pairs of this species on Medicine Lake Refuge,
where they were undoubtedly breeding'.
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Lesser Scaup Duck. Aythya affinis (EytQn). NQt unCQmmQn at Medicine Lake Refuge.
Sharp-shinned Hawk. Accipiter striatus velox (WilsQn). One hawk Qf this species was seen in the Custer
NatiQnal FQrest near Ekalaka, Carter CQunty.
Western Red-tailed Hawk. Buteo jamaicensis oolurus
Cassin. Red-tails were Qbserved regularly during the trip,
several in the light phase and Qne in the dark phase, but
with a heavily barred red and black tail, which WQuld
prQbably exclude it as a Harlan's Hawk.
FerruginQus RQugh-Ieg. Buteo regalis (Gray). NQt
abundant any more and Qnly seen three 0.1' fQur times Qn
the whQle trip.
Marsh Hawk. Circus cyaneus hudsonius (Linnaeus).
One Qf the CQmmQn summer hawks, which was especially
nQticed arQund the waterfQwl refuges.
Prairie FalcQn. Falco mexicanus Schlegel. Apparently
still a rare summer resident, as Qnly Qne Qf this species
was seen and that Qne near Miles City, Custer CQunty.
SparrQw Hawk. Falco sparverius Linnaeus. PrQbably
the mQst CQmmQn summer hawk in this area.
Prairie Sharp-tailed GrQuse. Pediocetes phasianellus
campestris Ridgway. Sharp-tailed GrQuse were fQund Qnly
in Wibaux and Richland cQunties and here right alQng
the N Qrth DakQta bQundary I fQund several dQzen Qf the
birds.
Sage Hen. Centro cercus urophasianus (BQnaparte).
N Qt CQmmon anywhere in eastern MQntana. A few were
seen near WQlf PQint, RQQsevelt CQunty, and a dQzen Qr so.
were nQticed a few miles frQm FQrt Peck Dam near the
tQwn Qf Nashua, Valley CQunty. A small flQck was also.
seen SQutheast Qf Ekalaka, Carter CQunty.
American CQQt. Fulica americana americana Gmelin.
NQted in several SPQts in eastern MQntana.
Killdeer. Charadrius vocife1'us vociferus Linnaeus.
Still fQund regularly in suitable areas.
MQuntain PIQver. Eupoda montana (Townsend). This
species seems to. be rapidly slipping into. QbliviQn, and I
had almQst given up hope Qf seeing any in MQntana, until
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late one afternoon I saw a pair near Scobey, Daniel County,
up near the Canadian border. That was one of the pleasant
moments of the trip.
Long-billed Curlew. Numenius americanus Bechstein.
This species is becoming decidedly rare, as it is a big bird
and has the uncontrollable habit of charging right into
gun range. I found one lone pair near Ekalaka, Carter
County, and two more pairs just over the state line in
South Dakota, near Camp Crook.
Upland Plover. Bartramia longicauda (Bechsteinj'. I
did not personally see any birds of this species in Montana,
but federal biologists informed me that a few pairs are
sometimes seen around the waterfowl refuges.
Western Willet. CatfYJJtrophorus semipalmatus inornatus (Brewster). Apparently quite rare, except in most protected areas. I saw one pair beside a small reservoir near
Scobey, Daniel County. Quite a few pairs were noted on
Medicine Lake Refuge, where they are reported to be
quite common.
Marbled Godwit. Limosa fedoa (Linnaeus). Not common. I saw a few breeding pairs around Medicine Lake,
Sheridan County.
Avocet. Recurvirostra americana Gmelin. Forty-one
of these fine shore birds were counted in lake basn, Stillwater County, and quite a number were also seen on the
Medicine Lake Refuge, Sheridan County.
Wilson's Phalarope. Steganopus tricolor Vieillot. About
15 pairs of this phalarope were seen in the lake basin
country, Stillwater County.
Ring-billed Gull. Larus delawarensis Ord. I found
several hundred birds breeding at Big Lake, Stillwater
. County. About 50 of these gulls were also seen about a
reservoir near Broadview, Yellowstone County, but I did
not determine whether they were breeding in the vicinity
or not.
Franklin's Gull. Larus pipixcan Wagler. I estimated
that about 50 pairs were breeding at Big Lake, Stillwater
County.
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Common Tern. Sterna hiuTndo hiTundo Linnaeus.
Several hundred pairs nest on islands in Medicine Lake.
It is probable that Forster's Tern is also found on this
refuge.
Black Tern. ChlidoniaS' nigm surinamensis (Gmelin).
Found breeding in several suitable areas.
Western Mourning Dove. ZenaiduTa maCTOUTa maTgin~lla (Woodhouse). A very abund~nt summer resident and
probably is increasing in numbers with the coming of
more irrigated farm land.
Burrowing Owl. Speotyt.o cuniculaTia hypugaea (Bonaparte). The Burrowing Owl was seen with regularity
during the trip, with the farthest north point being about
halfway between Wolf Point and Scobey, in Roosevelt
County.
Short-eared Owl. Asio flammeus. flam me us (Pontoppidan). The author saw one pair hunting near Wolf
Point, Roosevelt County.
Sennett's Nighthawk. ChoTdeiles minoT sennetti Coues.
Not uncommon. Seen and heard many times on trip.
White-throated Swift. AeTonautes saxatalis saxatalis
~Woodhouse). By sharp watch this swift can be found in
many rim-rock areas of eastern Montana. Observed several
times, with the farthest north record a fine colony of
about 50 birds along the Musselshell River near the town
of Musselshell, Musselshell County.
Belted Kingfisher. M egaceTyle alcyon (Linnaeus). This
species was seen several times, with the farthest north
record at Sidney, Richland County.
Northern Flicker. Colaptes aumtus liuteus Bangs. Not
common. One seen in lake basin country northwest of
Billings, but in Stillwater County.
Red-shafted Flicker. Cola,ptes cafeT collans Vigors.
Observed quite often throughout the eastern part of the
state.
Red-headed Woodpecker. M elaneTpes eTythrocephalus
(Linnaeus). Observed several times with the most northern
record, east-central area, near Roundup, Musselshell
County.
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Lewis's Woodpecker. Asyndesmus lewis Gray. This
species was noticed only once and that occurrence was along
Porcupine Creek north of Forsyth, Rosebud County.
Eastern Kingbird. Tyrannus iyrannus (Linnaeus).
Along the extreme eastern border of the state this species
was very common and outnumbered the Arkansas Kingbird three to one.
Arkansas Kingbird. Tyrann1lsverticalis Say. Common,
but more so to the west.
Say's Phoebe. Sayornis say a say-a (Bonaparte). Not
uncommon in Eastern Montana.
Desert Horned Lark. Otocoris alpestris leucolaema
(Coues). An abundant summer resident throughout area
covered.
Bank Swallow. Riparia riparia riparia (Linnaeus).
Seen on several occasions.
Rough-winged Swallow. Stelgidopieryx ruficollis serrip ennis (Audubon). Seen occasionally, with the farthest
north record near Plentywood, Sheridan County.
Barn Swallow. Hirundo rusticCl erythrogClster Boddaert. Regular summer resident in area covered.
Cliff Swallow. Petrochelid,on pyrrhorwta albifrons
(Rafinesque). Common summer resident throughout the
area. Often found with White-throated Swifts.
Blue Jay. Cyanocitta cristata (Linnaeus). One of the
pleasant surprises of the trip came when the author was
looking for Pinyon .Jays in the Custer National Forest
and instead ran across about a half dozen Blue Jays in a
cottonwood and elm woods. As far back as 1927 the
writer found Blue Jays in this general area, namely the
Killdeer Mountains of western North Dakota and about
50 airmiles from the Montana border. This species was
common here and has also been reported along the Missouri River between Sanish and Williston, North Dakota,
so that it was probably just a question of time until some
one reported them from Montana.
Magpie. Pica pica hudsonia (Sabine). A common pest
in this whole region.

44

NEBRASKA BIRD REVIEW

Crow. Corvus bmchyrhynchos Brehm. A thin scattering of crows was seen during the trip.
Western House Wren. Troglodytes aedon parkmanii
Audubon. A quite common summer resident.
Common Rock Wren. Salpinctes obsoletus obsoletus
(Say). Probably quite common, but I have only one record.
One bird was seen and heard on a rim-rock along Porcupine Creek, near Forsyth, Rosebud County.
Catbird. Dumetella carolinensis (Linnaeus). Observed
quite often, but not as common as the Brown Thrasher.
Brown Thrasher. Toxostoma rufum (Linnaeus). This
common summer resident was a source of constant interest,
in that it was found in so many place.s that were odd nesting places to the eyes of an Iowan. We found them in the
sage brush, brushy areas in the Badlands and down in
the pine country of Custer National Forest. .
Western Robin. Turdus migratorius p'ropinquus Ridgway. A very common summer resident.
Willow Thrush. Hylocichla fuscescen~ saiic:col, Ridgway. While watching birds along the Milk River, Valley
County, I flushed a Willow Thrush and from its actions
it seemed that I might have disturbed a nesting bird. The
author is familiar with the Willow Thrush in both Minnesota and Ontario, having on occasion found their nests.
Eastern Bluebird. Sialia sialis siaiis (Linnaens). An~
tas A Saunders was right in his assumption of nearly 30
years ago, that he suspected the Eastern Bluebird is a
regular, though rare, summer resident in extreme eastern
Montana. The present author was on the lookout for Eastern Bluebirds, but did not see any until down in the extreme
southeast corner of the state in the Custer National Forest,
Carter County, and then saw not just one, but a couple of
dozen. One nest was found in an old fence post and we
watched the parents taking food in to the young birds. So
once again another hir~ species can be placed on the list of
the Birds of Eastern Montana.
Mountain Bluebird. Sialia currucoides (Bechstein).
Apparently not common in the area under investigation
during the nesting season, but according to Saunders are
quite common on the plains during migration.
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Townsend Solitaire. Myadestes townsendi (Audubon).
I have one record of this bird on a rock cliff on the south
side of Big Lake, Stillwater County, west of Billings.
White-rumped Shrike. Lanius ludovicianus excubitoTides Swainson. Summer resident.
Red-eyed Vireo. Vireo olivaceus (Linnaeus). Apparently a regularly distributed summer visitor.
Warbling Vireo. Vireo gi/vus(Vieillot) Noticed on
several occasions.
Yellow Warbler. DendToica petechia subsp. The cheery
little Yellow Warbler is a very common bird in eastern
Montana, a land which is not congenial to many others o.f
the vast warbler tribe.
Audubon's Warbler. Dendr,oica auduboni audubooni
(Townsend). This species was seen twice in the Custer
Natio.nal Forest, Carter County, and is another species
which can now be authenticated to the extreme southeastern
part of Montana, as a summer resident.
Oven-bird. Seiurus aUTO capillus (Linnaeus). Co.ntrary
to reports, the writer found the Oven-bird not uncommon in
the Custer National Forest, near Ekalaka, Carter County.
This species was heard and seen many times and on one
occasion, two Oven-birds were giving their flight song,
while the writer was watching some Eastern Bluebirds.
This should clear up a very vague report of Oven-bird in
this area made back in 1910 and the species can now be
entered as a regular and not uncommon summer resident
of Montana in suitable habitat.
Grinnell's Water-thrush. Seiurus noveboracensis notabilis Ridgway. A water-thrush, which was probably of
this species, was seen along the Yellowstone River, near
Sidney, Richland County. This bird should probably be considered as a straggling migrant.
Western Yellow-throat. Geothlypis trichas occidentalis
Brewster. While in the Custer National Forest, near Ekalaka, Carter County, I heard a Yellow-throat sing and
later watched this bird as he moved about in a small patch
of brush. The date was June 15th and I think this bird
could be considered as a summer resident.
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Bobolink. Dolichonyx oryzivorus (Linnaeus). The BoboIink is not common in eastern Montana and very few
were seen, except on the Medicine Lake Refuge where this
species was not uncommon.
Western Meadowlark. Sturnella neglecta Audubon.
One of the most abundant birds to be found in this farm
and ranch country.
Yellow-headed Blackbird. Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus (Bonaparte). Not common in eastern Montana, except
in very favoTable localities. Seen· in larger numbers west
and also north of Billings in the lake basin country.
Thick-billed Red-wing. Agelaius phoeniceus fortis
Ridgway. Common summer resident in suitable habitat.
Bullock's Oriole. Icterus bullockii (Swainson). Occurred regularly in this area and found as far north as
Nashua, Valley County, and Scobey, Daniels County. In
passing, the writer would like to bring out the fact that
he found both the Bullock's and the Baltimore Oriole,s along
the Little Missouri River at Camp Crook. South Dakota,
which is just a few scant miles from the Montana line.
Brewer's Blackbird. Euphagus cyanocephalus (Wagler). Not noticed to be particularly common in eastern
Montana.
Bronzed Grackle. Quiscalus versicolor Vieillot. Common summer resident.
Cowbird. Molothrus atcr (Boddaert). Noticed quite
often in this area.
Western Tanager. Piranga ludoviciana (Wilson). The
writer was glad to find this species summering in the
pine-covered hills of Carter County, in the extreme southeast corner of the state, as it had not been previously
reported from this area.
Rocky Mountain Grosbeak (Black-headed Grosbeak).
Hedumeles mclanocephalus melanocephalus Oberholser.
Probably more common than the author's records indicate.
Several were seen in territory near Roundup, Musselshell
County.
Lazuli Bunting. Passerina amoena (Say). This beautiful little bunting was not uncommon in the extreme
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eastern part of Montana. I found this species several times
in Fallon, Wilbaux, and Richland Counties and had a halfdozen observations in Carter County from Ekalaka to
the South Dakota State line.
Eastern Goldfinch. Spinus tristis tristis. (Linnaeus).
Found several times during the trip.
Red Crossbill. Loxia curvirostra minor (Brehm). In
the same little valley in Custer National Forest where I
10und the Blue Jays, I found a small flock of Red Crossbills,
which consisted of several brightly plumages males, one
female, and three young birds, these latter ones constantly
calling to their parents. That date was June 15th and upon
checking the species with Saunders, Birds of Montana, I
found that he gave the record of E. S. Cameron, who reported young crossbiIls awing on June 15th in Custer
County, while the record given above is from Carte'" C01Jnty.
Arctic Towhee. Pipilo maculatus arcticus (Swainson).
This interesting species was found several times in the
southeastern corner of the state in Carter County.
Lark Bunting. Calamospiza rnelanocorys Stejneger.
Very common. This species was probably next to the
Meadowlark in abundance during 1947, but this might not
hold true for some other year, as the abundance of this
"pecies varies greatly from year to year.
Savannah Sparrow. Passerculus sandwichensiS' (Gmelin). Found regularly in eastern Montana. According to
Saunders' conclusions, the form from this part of the
state would be the Nevada Savannah Sparrow.
Grasshopper Sparrow. Ammodramus savannarum
perpallidus (Coues). This little sparrow is not uncommon
as a summer resident in eastern Montana. The writer feels
that diligent search would also divulge the fact that Lee:onte's and Nelson's Sparrows are rare summer visitors in
Montana, but both species have to be fairly rooted out of
their beloved damp meadows and in the case of the N elson's Sparrow, the writer found that a pair of hip boots
was a distinct asset when trying to collect this sparrow in
the Fort Sisseton lake country of South Dakota, while on
an extended trip with Professor W. F. Kubichek.
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Baird'.s Sparrow. Ammodramus bairdii (Audubon).
Found locally as at Medicine Lake Refuge, where I found
it as several different spots. Careful search would no doubt
reveal this little-known bird as a rare, but regular summer
resident in other favorable areas in eastern Montana. The
author's observations in North Dakota and Montana reveal
that this species is almost always well screened by numerous Savannah, Clay-colored, and Grasshopper Sparrows
and it becomes a question of running down the song of the
above species, or it would easily pass unnoticed in the
numerous assemblage of the other species.
Western Vesper Sparrow. Pooecetes gramineus c.onfinis Baird. A common summer resident in the area under
consideration.
Western Lark Sparrow. Chondestes grammacus strigatus Swainson. Very common summer resident.
Western Chipping Sparrow. Spizella passerina arizonae Coues. A common summer resident.
Clay-colored Sparrow. Spizella pallida (Swainson). A
common summer resident and apparently associates closely
with the Brewer's Sparrow, when the former species uses
the sagebrush habitat for a summer home.
Brewer's Sparrow. Spizella breweri Cassin. This somberly dressed little sparrow was not found common in
eastern Montana and I found it only near Wolf Point,
Roosevelt County, up toward the Canadian Border and
later found a small colony in the lake basin country west
of Billings. If it were not for its rather distinctive little
song, its identity would be lost in the hordes of Claycolored Sparrows with which it associates in the sagebrush.
Western Field Sparrow. Spizella pusilla arenacea
Chadbourne. The writer is pleased to report that this
species was found several times in suitable habitat in
Wibaux and Richland Counties in an area adjacent to
the North Dakota boundary. These records should establish
this species as a bona fide Montana summer resident and
should banish any doubt that this sparrow does not belong
to the fauna of the state of Montana.
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Song Sparrow. Melospiza melodia (Wilson). Seen
sparingly although probably more common than my observations indicate. The subspecies is probably the Dakota
Song Sparrow.
McCown's Longspur. Rhynchophanes mccownii (Lawrence). Strange as it seems I did not enter a single satisfactory identification of this species in my notes. Having
made a series of skins of this species collected in western
North Dakota a few years ago I was familiar with this
longspur, which is easy to identify in the field, and I was,
therefore, disappointed in not finding it in the big area
covered. I did discover the time I looked for this species in
North Dakota, that they were not common and that I did
not find over a few dozen on a long collecting trip. So,
from my personal observation I am beginning to wonder if
this is not another one of those species which does not take
too kindly to the onslaught of civilization and is probably
suffering from vastly decimated ranks as a result.
Chestnut-collared Longspur. Calcarius ornatus (Townsend). One of the most common birds in eastern Mont"na
and it seems that with the revival of farming, that this
bird has benefitted and is found along the ploughed fields
as well as the virgin prairies.

Introduced Species

European Partridge. Perdix perdix perdix (Linnaeus).
These partridges were seen several times during the trip
with several dozen being flushed from wheat fields in
the lake basin country west of Billings.
Ring-necked Pheasant. Phasianus colchicus torquatus
Gmelin. This game bird has spread tremendously in
eastern Montana and much to my surprise was often found
out in the open sagebrush country, although the pheasants'
real stronghold is in the river valleys and the irrigated
areas, where it has spread enough for legal hunting.
English Sparrow. Passer domesticus domesticus (Linnaeus). Still an abundant permanent resident around all
towns and ranches.
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Starling. Sturnusvulgaris vulgaris Linnaeus. The
author has watched the Starling invasion into Iowa and
South Dakota and was not too surprised to find that this
hardy rover had made big inroads into. the conquest of
Montana. These birds were found up and down the eastern
part of the state, out in the sagebrush, along the river
valleys, in the towns and had invaded the wheat lands of
the Lake Basin northwest of Billings in strong numbers.Sioux City, /.owa.

GENERAL NOTES

Barbed Wire, a Peril to Meadowlarks.-While studying
bird life in western South Dakota and eastern Montana
during June, 1947, the writer on several occasions stopped
to investigate the tragedy of a Meadowlark impailed on
the sharp barb of a barbed wire fence. In three or four
eases the birds had apparently hit the barbs head-on, so
that the barb was driven into the skull and death must
have come almost immediately. In two other cases the
barbs had punctured the birds' throats. Then either from
the momentum of flight or from their struggles they had
flopped on over the strand of wire and were securely
pinned by the barb. In all the above cases the birds were
hanging lifeless on the wire, but in another instance I
found a young Meadowlark hanging by one wing
and still alive. I walked up to the bird and from its vigorous struggles decided it had not been caught very long; it
had become hooked through the bend of the wing and in
Its floppings had gone over the wire several times. I carefully unwound this bird and released it. One parent was calling nearby, as this youngster made a lot of noise while I
was trying to free him from slow death.-WM. YOUNGWORTH, Sioux City, Iowa.
Avocet vs. Pheasant.-On July 7, 1947, at a temporary
pond in a fallowed wheat field northwest of Grant, Perkins County, a pair of Pheasants were seen about 200
feet from the road. Soon after my car stopped the hen
sneaked away. The male bird remained on the bare slope a
few yards from the water that remained in the pond from
a recent rain. Two Avocets seemed interested in the Pheasant and appeared to resent his presence. At first both
birds swooped down on the Pheasant which ducked hi'S
head but remained motionless otherwise. Then one Avocet
alighted on the ground, probably six feet from the Pheasant
while the other kept up the swooping. At intervals the
Avocet on the ground advanced with wings "akimbo" and
[ 51 ]
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head thrust out toward the Pheasant in a menacing manner. Usually the Avocet stopped short its advance and was
ignored, apparently, by the Pheasant which appeared more
concerned with ducking the swoops of the aerial Avocet.
However, the grounded Avocet three times approached
close enough that the Pheasant responded by making a
quick rush toward the bird, whereupon the Avocet retreated. After about 15 minutes of the above performance
the Pheasant walked and then ran to a nearby grassy
fence row. Thinking that the Avocets might have a nest
or young birds nearby. I circled the small pond. All I could
find was an egg, which fitted the description of an Avocet
egg, in debris that had been washed ashore at some previous
time of high water.-JOHN H. WAMPOLE, Grant, Nebraska.
Bird Notes from Northeast Kansas.-During the last
week of January, 1948, while inspecting numerous surplus
government properties, we traveled down the Blue River
valley; the lower portion of the Republican River around
Junction City and then down the Kansas River to DeSoto.
From here we traveled through some back country from
Olathe and Gardner along the Wakarusa River and back to
Topeka, and from here back into Nebraska. We had forgotten that this brush-covered and rather rough country
was the northern edge of the wintering ground for many
bird species and it was with great pleasure that we saw
them in such numbers. Red-tailed and Marsh Hawks were
seen by the hundreds and Sparrow Hawk:; by the dozens.
Large flock of Harris's. Song and Tree Sparrows
were seen. and numerous Slate-colored Juncos. I was
also agreeably surprised to see so many Robins,
Meadowlarks, and Mockingbirds. One fact that has impressed itself on me in the last few years is the sanctuary
offered the remaining small numbers of our larger birds
of prey on and about these various army camps, air fields,
and ordnance depots. These birds are completely safe here
during the winter; they find food more abundant, and
should return north in good shape for the nesting season.
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Of course, as many of these areas are returned to private
ownership, hunting will again be common on them and
the large birds of prey will then probably suffer heavily
from misinformed and irresponsible hunters.-WM.
YOUNGWORTH, Sioux City, Iowa.
American and Snowy Egrets in Keith County.-At the
edge of a newly flooded meadow at the upper end of Lake
McConaughey on May 11, 1948, two white heron-like birds
were noted. A difference in the size of the two birds was
apparent at some distance. Observations at about 100
feet to 100 yards showed that one bird was an American
Egret and the other a Snowy, (Brewster's, I suppose).
The colors of beak, legs and feet were easily noted, even
without the binocular, as the birds went about their fishing
activities. Later visits to the area indicated that these
hirds either migrated on or moved into the newly flooded
wooded areas of the North Platte.-JOHN H. WAMPOLE,
Grant, Nebraska.
A Bird List from Fairbury.-A survey of bird life of
this region was made May 12, 1948 by Misses Agness and
Susie Callaway, Fannie Cross, Bertha Holly, Mrs. P. J.
Junker and children Robert, Maurine and Diana of this
vicinity - also Mrs. Charles Richardson of Boulder, Colorado who returns each spring to study birds here.
The list follows: Western Grebe, Pied-billed Grebe,
Eastern Green Heron, Common Mallard, Blue-winged Teal,
BaldPtate, Shoveller, Canvas-~1ack. Lesser Scaup Duck,
Red-tailed Hawk (subsp.), Marsh Hawk, Eastern Sparrow
Hawk, Bob-white (subsp.), Pheasant, Sora, Florida Gallinule, American Coot, Killdeer, Wilson's Snipe, Spotted
Sandpiper, Yellow-legs (sp.), Pectoral Sandpiper, Baird's
Sandpiper, Least Sandpiper, Semipalmated Sandpiper,
Wilson'.s Phalarope, Ring-billed Gull, Black Tern, Western
Mourning Dove, Chimney Swift, Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Eastern Kingfisher, Northern Flicker (subsp.), Western Red-bellied Woodpecker, Red-headed Woodpecker (sub8p.), Hairy Woodperker, (subsp.), Downy Woodpecker

54

NEBRASKA BIRD REVIEW

(subsp.),
Eastern Kingbird,
Western
(Arkansas)
Kingbird, Northern Crested Flycatcher, Eastern Phoebe, Wood Pewee (sp.), Horned Lark (subsp.), Bank
Swallow, Rough-winged Swallow, Barn Swallow, Purple Martin, Blue Jay, (subsp.), Eastern Crow, Chickadee (subsp.), Tufted Titmouse, White-breasted Nuthatch
(subsp.), Western House Wren, Mockingbird (subsp.),
Catbird, Brown Thrasher (subsp.), Robin, Wood Thrush,
Olive-backed Thrush, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Cedar Waxwing, Loggerhead Shrike (subsp.), Starling, Bell's Vireo,
Red-eyed Vireo, Warbling Vireo (subsp.), Tennessee Warbler, Yellow Warbler (subsp.), Black-poll Warbler, Grinnell's
Wate,r-Thrush (subsp.), ~ellow-throat, Chat (subsp.),
American Redstart, English Sparrow, Eastern Meadowlark, Weastern Meadowlark, Red-wing (subsp.), Orchard
Oriole, BaltimoTe Oriole, Bronzed Grackle, Cowbird (subsp.), Eastern Cardinal, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Dickcissel, Goldfinch (subt1D.), Towhee (subsp.). Western
Grasshopper Sparrow. Lark Sparrow (subsp.), Tree Sparrow, Clay-colored Sparrow, Field Sparrow. Harri<)'s SP3Trow, White-crowned Sparrow (subsp.), Lincoln's Sparrow, Song Sparrow.
A few days before, the following were noted: Franklin's gull, Screech Owl, Bluebird, Myrtle Warbler, and Chipping Sparrow.-MISSES AGNESS and SUSIE CALLAWA Y, Fairbury, Nebraska.
Hudsonian Curlews at Bronco Lake, Box Butte Cou'nty.Near Alliance on M;.1Y 15. 1948. a flock of 62 Hudsonian
Curlews were seen as they circled and wheeled over and
about the lake. Ao, the flock passed nearby. the liq-ht colored
under plum'1g-e and short bills were easily noted.-JOHN
H. WAMPOLE, Grant, Nebraska.
Lewis's Woodpecker in Morrill County.-A Lewis's
Woodpecker was seen May 15, 1948, three miles west of
Lisco as it flew across the road immediately ahead of my
('ar.-JOHN H. WAMPOLE, Grant, Nebraska.
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Golden Plover in Clay County.-Four plovers were
sighted feeding in a pasture north of Ong, Nebraska by
Mr. Levi Mohler and the writer on the evening of May 21,
1948. It was first thought that they were Black-bellied
Plovers which had been previously reported from this area
by Mohler. While under observation the birds would run
a short distance, raise their heads, and then quickly peck
at something on the ground. After watching this behavior
for some time through binoculars the birds were flushed in
an effort to accurately determine the species. They exhihited
no white on the wings or tail and no black feathers beneath the wings, and were accordingly identified as Golden
Plovers.-ALLAN E. JOHNSON, Lincoln, Nebraska.
Duck Hawk in Fillmore County.-On the morning of
May 22, 1948, Mr. Levi Mohler and the writer discovered
a mature Duck Hawk on a roadway between two duck
marshes just north of Shickley, Nebraska. One wing was
damaged so that the bird could not fly and it was possible to approach very close for observation and pictures.
An attempt was made to relocate this bird the following
mcrning bet 110 sigm of it could be found.-ALLAN E.
JOHNSON, Lincoln, Nebraska.
Bird Notes from Northwestern South Dakota.-On June
J 1, 1948, after crossing the Missouri River at Mobridge and
entering Corson County, South Dakota, I saw the following birds: Magpie, Sharp-tailed Grouse, Red-tailed Hawk,
CheS;tnut~coliared Longspur, Lark Bunting, Hungarian
Partrid!!e, Burrowing Owl, and Swainson's Hawk. Magnie, were often s-;en while crossing Dewey County. A
Golden Eagle was noticed lying near the road just east of
Glad Valley, Ziebach County, and investigation showed
it to be in fairly fresh condition. This is sheep country
and this eagle may have been shot by some rancher, whose
sheep were being molested. Say's Phoebe was seen near
Isabel, Dewey County, and also at numerous plac8s along
the road in Ziebach and Perkins Counties. Several Swainson's Hawks and one Ferruginous Rough-leg were also
seen in Perkins County.
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The mDst interesting area was near the tDwn Df Reva,
Harding CDunty, where, in the Custer NatiDnal FDrest, I
was much surprised to. find the CDmmDn PhDebe, as well
as Say's PhDebe. There was also. a large cDIDny Df WhitethrDated Swifts nesting in this area. Other species seen
were Cliff SwallDw, Chipping SparrDw, Arctic TDwhee,
MDuntain Bluebird, Lazuli Bunting, and Field SparrDws.
I was also. greatly pleased to find small scattered flDcks
Df Sage Hens and two. pairs Df LDng-billed Curlews in
the area between Buffalo. and Camp CrDDk, Harding CDunty.-WM. YOUNGWORTH, SiDUX City, IDwa.
Western Swamp Sparrow Probable Resident in Lincoln
County.-On my way to. visit a herDnry the mO-rning Df
June 19, 1948. I crDs::>ed a very wet swampy area at the
cDnfluence Df the NDrth and SDuth Platte Rivers. My
attentiDn was attracted by a small sparrDW that seemed
greatly agitated by my presence, and I Dbserved it fDr SDme
time at close range. The chestnut crDwn, bright reddishbrDwn wings and sides, plain grayish breast, and dark
gray bill tallied perfectly with the descriptiDn Df the
Western Swamp SparrDw (M elospiza georgiana ericrypta
OberhDlser) .
Its Dccurence here Dn this date, as well as its excitement
Dver my intrusiDn seen cDnvincing indicatiDns Df ne"ting.
If this inference is permissible, this constitutes a prDbable
new breeding recDrd fDr LincDln CDunty and west-central
Nebraska. In his "LincDln CDunty Birds", WilsDn TDUt
lists only three migratiDn recDrds, two. in May and the
other in September. There is no. previDus nesting recDrd
Df the Western Swamp SparrDw in this IDcality.-MRS.
CARL COLLISTER, NDrth Platte, Nebraska.

MINUTES OF THE FORTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL
MEETING OF THE NEBRASKA ORNITHOLOGISTS'
UNION

The forty-seventh annual meeting of the Nebraska
Ornithologists' Union was held at Sioux City, Iowa, on May
15 and 16, 1948, with the Iowa Ornithologists' Union as
hosts. Registration began at 9 a.m. Saturday in the lobby
of the Mayfair Hotel.
The program opened at 10 o'clock in an adjoining
room, with the showing of the technicolor film, "The
Lower Souris Refuge", by courtesy of the U. S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, Washington, D. C.
These pictures were followed by a paper on "Distribution of Plants by Birds" by Miss Doris Gates of North
Platte, Nebraska.
A biography of the naturalist, "Carolus Linnaeus"
prepared by Robert J. Walstrom, was read by Mrs. F. J.
Patton of Blue Springs, Nebr.
Charles C. Ayres, Jr., of Ottumwa, Iowa, showed pictures of twenty California birds and gave his observations
of birds in that state.
After a noon recess, the pro-gram continued at 1 :30
P.M. with Dr. J. Harold Ennis of Cornell College showing
stamps from many lands on which pictures of birds had
been used.
Dr. Olin Sewal PEttingill, Jr., of Carlton College gave
a most interesting talk on "Growing Feathers," which
was illustrated by motion pictures.
A short intermission followed, during which separate
business meetings were held by the two organizations.
The Nebraska Meeting was called to order by the
President, Dr. R. Allyn Moser. The reading of the minutes
of the previous annual meeting was dispensed with since
they had been nublished in the January-June, 1947, number
of The Nebraska Bird Review. Mr. George Blinco and Mrs.
[57 ]
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F. J. PattDn as auditing cDmmittee repDrted the Treasurer's accDunts had been examined and fDund to. be conect.
The CorrespDnding Secretary, Miss DDris Gates, read
the fDllDwing propDsed CDnstitutiDnal Amendment:
In Article II, SectiDn I, after the wDrd "membership", delete "assDciafe". After the word "active",
delete "and". After the wDrd "sustaining", add "and
life". After the wDrd "classificatiDn", change "active
and sustaining" to. "all". The amended Article II,
SectiDn I, to. read as fDllDWS:
"Any student of nrnitholDgy, resident in Nebraska or adjacent states, nDt less than sixteen years
of age, may becDme a member Dn receiving a majority
vDte Df the members present at any meeting. There
shall be three classes of membership, active, sustaining, and life members, and members and applicants
fDr membership may designate their classificatiDn.
All members in gODd standing shall have the right
to vDte and hold office."
In Article VIII, SectiDn I, delete the fifth word,
namely "the", and insert "active and sustaining".
After the wDrds "be: fDr" delete "assDciate members
one dollar ($1.00)". After the words "active members", change the wDrd "two" to. "three". and chan~e
the numerical expressiDn "(2.00)" to. "($3.00) ". The
amended Article VIII, Section I to. read as fDllDWS:
"The annual dues Df active and sustaining members shall be: fo.r active members three dollars ($3.00).
and sustaining members five dDllars ($5.00), due in
advance at the time Df electicm to. membership and Dn
May 1 Df each year thereafter."
Under Article VIII add, "Section 4. single-payment dues for life memhers shall be $50.00, due in
advance at the time Df electiDn to that membership
designatiDn." Life membership fees will autDmatically
be placed in an EndDwment Fund. Life Membership
fees may be paid in two. installments.
Miss Mary EllswDrth mDved we accept the changes
as read. MDtiDn secDnded by Mrs. M. H. Swenk. Carried.
The fDllDwing names were prDpDsed fDr membership
since the previDus annual meeting and were apprDved by
the Executive BDard: Mrs. JDhn Lueshen, Wisner; Mrs.
GeDrge Seabury, Plainview; Mr. C. G. Pritchard, Juniata;
Mr. and Mrs. William Placek, WahDD; Mr. William F.
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Rapp, Jr., Crete; Mrs. Myron Singer, Grand Island. As
associate members: Mr. Allan Johnson, Lincoln; Mr.
Goodman K. Larson, Grand Island; Mrs. George Trine,
Red Cloud.
The report of the nominating committee, Mrs. A. H.
Jones, Mr. L. O. Horsky and Mr. Earl Glandon was given
as follows: President, Dr. R. Allyn Moser; Vice-president,
Mrs. M. H. Swenk; Corresponding Secretary, Miss Doris
Gates; Recording Secretary, Mrs. Glen Chapman; Treasur{!r, Mrs. A. M. Jones; Editor-Custodian, Dr. Edson Fichter.
No. other nominations being received, the report was
accepted and these officers declared elected.
Since no invitation to entertain the 1949 annual meeting had been received, the President appointed Mr. George
Blinco and Miss Doris Gates to act as a committee to investigate the possibility of Chadron State Park being
available for the meeting. This committee was to· report
their findings to the Executive Board.
The report of the treasurer was submitted and approved as follows:

THE REPORT OF THE TREASURER--1947-1948
BALANCE SHEET
Receipts
Cash on hand May 1, 1947 _______________________________________ $257.41
6 Sustaining Memberships Annual dues for 1947-48 30.00
1 Sustaining Membership Annual dues for 1948-49 5.00
35 Active Membership Annual dues for 1947-48 ____ 70.00
16 Active Membership Annual dues for 1948-49 ____ 32.00
3 Active Membership dues for 1948-49____________
9.00
45 Associate Member~hip dues for 1947-48 __________ 45.00
13 Associate Membership Annual dues for 1948-49 13.GO
26 Subscription to The Nebraska Bird
Review 1947 _____________________________________________
25.00
6 Subscriptions to The Nebraska Bird
Review 1948___________________________________
5.50
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Sale of Publications ____________________________________________________
2 Check-lists ____________________________________________________________
Special collection for aid to Foreign Ornithologists'

1.50
1.00
18.80
$513.21

Expenditures
Postage, express of NBR copy, phone call to Blair,
envelopes addressing _____________ : ______________________________ $ 33.29
Guest tickets for dinner at North Platte ___________________ _ 5.60
C.A.R.E. _________________________________________________________________________ _ 20.00
Printing Bird Review Jan.-June 1947 envelopes
& service _______________________________________________________________ _ 156.55
Postage for mailing Bird Review _______________________________ _ 9.00
Postage, envelopes and cards ______________________________________ _
7.13
Service charge on Bank Account _______________________________ _ 4.90
Printing Report Forms _______________________________________________ _ 142.50
Balance OIl hand May 1, 1948 __________________________________ _ 134.24
$513.21
Respectfully submitted,
(s) Margaret E. Jones
Treasurer

The report of the Resolutions Committee was submitted and approved as follows:
Be it resolved by the forty-seventh annual meeting of
the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union held at the Mayfair
Hotel in Sioux City, May 15, 1948, with the Sioux City
Bird Club as Host:
1.

That we express our appreciation to the Sioux
City Bird Club in general and the Iowa Ornithologists' Union; and particularly to Miss Zell
C. Lee, Dr. T. C. Stephens, Dr. Olin Sewall Pettin-
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gill, and Dr. George Miksch Sutton for having
made this meeting most instructive and enjoyable.
2. Be it further resolved that we thank the Exhibit
Committee of the Sioux City Bird Club for providing the Audubon Art Tour Exhibit of paintings
by Louis Agassiz Fuertes.
3. Be it further resolved that the officers and members of the N.O.U. and LO.U. be urged to write
their legislative representatives, stressing the
need for continued protection of the Mourning
Dove.
Respectfully submitted by the Resolutions CommitteeMrs. Myron Swenk, Chairman; Dr. Charles Stewart,
Mrs. Carl Collister, Mr. Charles Ayres, Jr., and Miss
Doris Gates.
The business meetings having been completed, the
day's program was concluded with an interesting forum
on "Recent Changes in the Ranges of Some Familiar Birds
in Iowa and Nebraska." Dr. Chas. A. Stewart, Dr. R.
Allyn Moser and Dr. T. C. Stephens took part in this discussion.
Adjournment followed with members assembling at
7 p.m. for the banquet. The tables were especially attractive, being decorated with realistic birds made by a
member of the Sioux City Bird Club. The address of the
evening en "The Sum of Human Knowledge" was given
by Dr. George M. Sutton of Ann Arbor, Michigan.
The annual meeting concluded with the announcement
of the field trips for the following day.
The following Nebraska members were registered:
Mrs. M. H. Swenk, Mr. and Mrs. Geo. O. Smith and Mrs.
Ruth M. Fleming of Lincoln; Dr. and Mrs. R. Allyn
Moser, Mr. Wm. Ferguson, Miss Mary Ellsworth, Mrs. S.
A. Perkins and Mr. Wade Vogel of Omaha; Mrs. H. C.
Johnston, Superior: Miss Charlotte Nast and Miss Katherine E. Merry of Wayne; Mr. W. E. Eigsti, Mrs. A. M.
Brooking, Miss Vera Maunder, Mrs. A. H. Jones and Mrs.
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A. M. Jones of Hastings; Mr. Geo. Blinco, Chadron; Miss
Carol Kinch, Lexington; Mrs. Glen Chapman, Aurora;
Mrs. Lily Ruegg Button, Fremont; Mrs. Geo. Houser, Mrs.
Myron Singer and Miss Verneil Griffin of Grand Island;
Mrs. F. J. Patton, Blue Springs; Mrs. Carl Collister and
Miss Doris Gates of North Platte; Mr. Wm. Rapp, Jr.,
Crete; Dr. Chas. A. Stewart, New Albin, Iowa; and Mr.
Chas. C. Ayres, Jr., Ottumwa, Iowa.
Honorary members: Dr. T. C. Stephens, Sioux City,
Iowa; Dr. Geo. M. Sutton, Ann Arbor, Michigan, and Dr.
Olin Sewall Pettingill, J 1"., Northfield, Minnesota.
Guests: Mr. Geo. Houser, Grand Island; Mr. S. A.
Perkins and Mr. Joseph T. Armstrong of Omaha; Mr.
Robert Fleming, Lincoln; Mrs. Wm. Rapp, Jr., Crete; Mr.
A. M. Jones and Mr. A. H. Jones of Hastings.
(s) Mrs. Glen Chapman,
Recording Secretary

REPORT OF THE FORTY-FOURTH ANNUAL FIELD
DA Y OF THE NEBRASKA ORNITHOLOGISTS' UNION

On Sunday morning, May 16, at 6 A.M. members of
the Iowa Ornithologists' Union and Nebraska Ornithologists' Union met at the Mayfair Hotel. Seventeen cars
started for the lake region of southeast South Dakota, and
three cars left for the ravines and woods southeast of
Sioux City. The weather was partly cloudy, cool and windy.
At noon the parties met at the Morningside golf course
where a picnic luncheon was served after which the composite list of the morning was taken.
The total list of 131 birds for the day is as follows:
Horned Grebe
Pied-billed Grebe
White Pelican
Great Blue Heron
Green Heron
American Bittern
Common Mallard
Gadwall
Baldpate
Green-winged Teal
Blue-winged Teal
Shoveller
Wood Duck
Redhead
Lesser Scaup Duck
Ruddy Duck
Red-tailed Hawk
Marsh Hawk
Sparrow Hawk
Ring-necked Pheasant
Virginia Rail
Sora
American Coot
Semipalmated Plover
Killdeer
Wilson's Snipe
Spotted Sandpiper
Solitary Sandpiper

Eastern Kingbird
Arkansas Kingbird
Crested Flycatcher
Phoebe
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher
Least Flycatcher
Tree Swallow
Bank Swallow
Rough-winged Swallow
Western Willet
Greater Yellow-legs
Lesser Yellow-legs
Pectoral Sandpiper
White-rumped Sandpiper
Baird's Sandpiper
Least Sandpiper
Dowitcher
Stilt Sandpiper
Semipalmated Sandpiper
Sanderling
Wilson's Phalarope
Ring-billed Gull
Franklin's Gull
Forster's Tern
Common Tern
Black Tern
Mourning Dove
Yellow-billed Cuckoo
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Black-billed Cuckoo
Great Horned Owl
Chimney Swift
Belted Kingfisher
Flicker
Red-bellied Woodpecker
Red-headed Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker
Downy Woodpecker
Yellow Warbler
Myrtle Warbler
Black-poll Warbler
Palm Warbler
Oven-bird
Grinnell's Water-thrush
Louisiana Water-thrush
Connecticut Warbler
Mourning Warbler
Barn Swallow
Cliff Swallow
Purple Martin
Blue Jay
Crow
Black-capped Chickadee
White-breasted Nuthatch
House Wren
Prairie Marsh Wren
Catbird
Brown Thrasher
Robin
Wood Thrush
Hermit Thrush
Olive-backed Thrush
Gray-cheeked Thrush
Willow Thrush
Bluebird
Migrant Shrike
Starling

Bell's Vireo
Yellow-throated Vireo
Red-eyed Vireo
Warbling Vireo
Black and White Warbler
Tennessee Warbler
Orange-crowned Warbler
Nashville Warbler
Northern Yellow-throat
Wilson's Warbler
American Redstart
English Sparrow
Western Meadowlark
Yellow-headed Blackbird
Giant Red-wing
Orchard Oriole
Baltimore Oriole
Bronzed Grackle
Cowbird
Scarlet Tanager
Cardinal
Rose-breasted Grosbeak
Indigo Bunting
Lazuli Bunting
Dickcissel
Pine Siskin
Goldfinch
Pec]--0yed Towhee
Savannah Sparrow
Slate-colored Junco
ChinTling Spar'fow
Clav-colored Sparrow
Field Sparrow
Harris's Sparrow
White-crowned Sparrow
Gambel's Sparrow
Lincoln's Sparrow

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SIXTY-SIXTH STATED MEETING OF THE
AMERICAN ORNITHOLOGISTS' UNION
OMAHA, NEBRASKA
OCTOBER 11 to 15, 1948

On the invitation of the Nebraska Ornithologists'
Union, The Omaha Audubon Society, and The Fontenelle
Forest Association, The American Ornithologists' Union
will meet in Omaha this year from October 11 to 15. Headquarter;s will be in the Hotel Fontenelle where business sessions will take place on Monday, October 11. Registration
will commence on October 12 at 9 :00 A.M. in the Joslyn Memorial Art Museum where all general and public sessions
will be held. These sessions will begin at 10 :00 o'clock
Tuesday morning and at 9 :30 o'clock Wednesday and
Thursday morning. All afternoon .sessions will begin at
2:30 P.M.
The second Omaha Invitational Exhibition of work
by over 50 contemporary bird artists will be on display
in one of the Joslyn Memorial galleries from October 12
to November 21. During this same period a large map
exhibition showing map development through the years will
be presented in an adjoining gallery. There will be an
exhibit of bird distribution and migration maps as well
as new installations of the Museum's permanent collections. The Board of Trustees of the Joslyn Memorial Art
Museum and the sponsoring groups will hold an informal
reception for A.O.U. members and guests in the foyer of
the Museum on Tuesday evening. All galleries will be
open for inspection.
The Annual Dinner (dress optional) will be held at
the Hotel Fontenelle at 7 :00 o'clock Wednesday evening.
Tickets for the dinner should be purchased early at the
Registration Desk.
[65 ]
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A field trip will be held in the vicinity of Omaha Friday, October 15. Ordinary business clothes will be suitable
for this occasion. Bus transportation, leaving Hotel Fontenelle at 8 :30 o'clock, will be provided for the entire trip.
Luncheon will be served at noon in the main dining room,
10th floor, of the Omaha Livestock Exchange. After luncheon guides will be available for those wishing to tour the
packing houses and the stock yards of the second largest
livestock market in the world. Cars, also leaving Hotel
Fontenelle at 8 :30 o'clock, will be provided for those wishing to visit the Nebraska State Museum, University of
Nebraska, at Lincoln, 56 miles from Omaha, instead of
attending the field trip. Choice of trips should be indicated
at the Registration Desk by Thursday noon.
Hotel reservations should be made early direct to the
hotels, Hotel Fontenelle, 18th & Douglas Str2ets, Conant
Hotel, 19th & Farnam Streets, and the applicants should
state that they are attending the meeting of The American
Ornithologists' Union. Both hotels have convenient garage
facilities.

It is with regret that I find it necessary to resign as
editor of THE NEBRASKA BIRD REVIEW, following
the publication of this issue. I would have it known that
I have enjoyed the associations that were a part of serving
as your editor. Although I will have helped bring only
four numbers of the Review into being, I know that I have
gained immeasurably in experience and knowledge. For
that opportunity I am grateful. I urge that you accord
your new editor, whomever he may be, the same friendliness and cooperation that have made my two years with
you a pleasant interval.-Ed&Oll Fichter.

NEWS AND COMMENT

The secQnd Qf two. CARE fQQd packages cQntributed
by the N.O.U. to. the aid Qf German QrnithQIQgists in 1947
(THE NEBRASKA BIRD REVIEW, VQl. 15, No.. 1, p. 35
and No.. 2,. pp. 61-63) was received by Dr. JQst Franz,
(13B) Munchen-27, Gumppenbergstr. 4, Germany. The
editQr is grateful to. Miss Margaret DQlezal, InstructQr in
German, Department Qf MQdern Languages, University Qf
Nebraska, fQr her translatiQn Qf Dr. Franz' letter Qf thanks
printed belQw:
Dr. JQst Franz
Munchen, den 16.11.47
Gumppenbergstr. 4
(13b) Munchen-27, Germany
Mrs. A. M. J Qnes
Hastings, Nebraska, USA.
My dear Mrs. JQnes:
Already mQre than two.. mQnths ago. we received the
CARE package, sPQnsQred by the Nebraska OrnithQIQgists'
UniQn, a package which truly affQrded us much happiness.
UnfQrtunately it was impQssible fQr me to. express earlier
my thanks to. yQU and the Qther cQntributQrs, because the
sender's declaratiQn was mutilated. Thus I first had to.
inquire Qf Mrs. Emlen thrQugh Mrs. HamerstrQm to. find
Qut to. whQm we were really indebted fQr this cQmfQrting
gift, and Qnly a few days ago. we received the answer. YQU
can nQt at all imagine what such a package means fQr a
family in Qur circumstances. Immediately the greatest
wQrries Qf the day are diminished, Qne can even think Qf
laying aside a few things fQr the WQrst part Qf the yearthe mQnths April-May-what fQrmerly was tQtally impQssible, since Qne absQlutely used up immediately whatever
there was. Thus nQW the Christ Child can bring Qur daughters-little 6 year Qld Gundula and the 3 year Qld ArmelachQcQlate, an hitherto. almQst unknQwn luxury.
[67 ]
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My wife and I thus ask you to accept our .sincere thanks
and to transmit our thanks to all who through their gifts
made this CARE package possible. Such a gesture of
fraternity which is expressed through real material sacrifices, heals the wounds of war much faster than the
.speeches of statesmen. Unfortunately I can express my
thanks only through words, which however come truly
from the heart. Perhaps the enclosed small prints will
afford you some pleasure.
Again expressing my cordial thanks I remain
Your very devoted
(Signed)

J. Franz

BOOK REVIEW

Occasionally there is a man whose attachment to his
avocation is so thorough and productive that the fruits of
his leisure hours take tangible form, become useful and pleasurable to others of like interest-a sort of monument to
purposeful and gracious living. Such a man is Wilson Tout
and such a monument is his book Lincoln County Birds.
His nearly-200-page volume, published on November 1,
1947, is the culmination of 40 years of bird watching in
Lincoln County, Nebraska. Although the author states in
his preface that the "book is not written in the approved
scientific style", he needs to offer no apologies. The book
impresses me as the product of a labor of love by a field
naturalist with a penchant for detail, an ornithologist devoted to biological honesty, a writer whose tools are simplicity and forthrightness.
Mr. Tout says that the book "should not be reviewed
as anything more than a local list of birds of one section
of the Great Plains region." That is good enough for this
reviewer. However, the book is more than the author's
modesty would indicate.
For each species or subspecies reported as having
occurred in Lincoln County there is given the general range
of the bird, its status in Lincoln County, and detailed informaticn from the author's notebook. It is this "-From
my notebook" section on each bird that the book derives
not only much of its ornithological value, but its friendly
charm. These bountiful and careful notes bear eloquent
testimony that Wilson Tout and his friends and family
have for many years been having fun studying birds. No
bird student in the Great Plains, whether professional or
hobbyist, should be without Tout's Lincoln County Biras_.
-Ed.
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The passing of Fredrick Woods Haecker, March 23,
1948, in the Latter Day Saints Hospital at Salt Lake City,
tock from this regioll one of its most ardent and wellinformed naturalists and conservationists, his particular
interest being ornithology. He was taken away at the peak
of his activity after a very short illness of lukemia. His
various positions had always taken him out of doors for
the most part of each of his working days, and using his
keen powers of observation wherever he was, he made notes
and records which were authoritative and of scientific
importance.
He was born at Lincoln, Nebraska, April 5, 1902. His
father was Archibald Louis Haecker, professor of animal
husbandry at the University of Nebraska College of Agriculture. His mother was Helen Eddy Woods; both parents
were members of pioneer Nebraska families. His early
education was received in the Lincoln public schools. He
attended the University of Nebraska where he was associated with Phi Kappa Psi. He finished his academic education at the Colorado School of Mines where he received
a degree in engineering. After finishing college he did mining engineering for several years in the western states,
returning to this region in 1934 to become a river engineer
on the Missouri. It was then that he began his extensive
contributions to knowledge of bird life along the Missouri
River.
He became editor of THE NEBRASKA BIRD REVIEW in 1941, which position he held until he moved to
Kemmerer, Wyoming in 1945 to become manager of a
timber company. He then became advisory editor of this
publication. In Wyoming he continued his study of orni1hology and recorded the nesting habits of the Rocky Mountain Bluebird, reading a paper on this subject at the W.O.C.
meeting in Columbus, Ohio, in late November, 1947. At the
time of his death he was writing a detailed report of the
birds of western Wyoming, having clarified several races
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in that region. He was contributing articles to WYOMING
WILDLIFE and "GO conservation publications, and had established himself as a valuable citizen of Wyoming.
Fred Haecker was an outdoor man, a painstaking
naturalist, and a loyal friend. His memory will always
live in the minds of those that came in contact with him.
-R. ALLYN MOSER.

